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KICKING OFF LENT
JOIN US FOR FAT TUESDAY, FEB. 17

Trinity’s annual Fat Tuesday (Mardi Gras) potluck and
service with be on Tuesday, February 17 at 6 p.m. in
the Great Room. Bring a dish to share for a potluck
dinner! Toward the end of our time together, we will
observe an imposition of ashes as a way to help us
start our Lenten preparation period for Easter.
Suggestions for what to bring: those with last names
beginning with A-G bring an appetizer, H-Q a main
dish, and R-Z a dessert. We look forward to
celebrating alongside one another!

THE MESSENGER
T R I N I TY  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I ST  C H U R C H

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2026

continued on next page...

Have mercy on me,
God, according to
your faithful love!

Wipe away my
wrongdoings

according to your
great compassion!

-Psalm 51:1 (CEB)
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LENT AT TRINITY

MEETING JESUS AT THE TABLE: LENTEN STUDY
Lent is a six-week journey that invites us to reflect
on the immensity of God’s love made known in
Jesus. The Gospels are full of stories of Jesus
sharing meals with disciples, friends, even tax
collectors and Pharisees. Whether multiplying
bread to feed a whole crowd, relaxing with his
inner circle, or telling curious elites stories about
even greater banquets, Jesus imparts wisdom as
he shares the wine and grants forgiveness as he
distributes the fish. As we reflect on these stories
together, we’ll also reflect on their relevance for our
own time, pondering questions such as who should
we invite to Sunday dinner and who is left out and
left behind in our culture today. 

MONDAYS AT 11  A.M. IN THE GREAT ROOM WITH PASTOR SUZANNE

Led by Pastor Suzanne, this Lenten group will begin Monday, February 23 and meet
through Monday, March 30. Look for sign-ups in the eblast and by the elevator
entrance. Books will be provided and will be available beginning February 1. It will
be more special if you are there!

Lent at Trinity will be observed through
Sunday morning worship and through
study opportunities offered by both Pastor
Ben and Pastor Suzanne. Pastor Ben’s study
will meet on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in
the Great Room. Pastor Suzanne’s study will
meet on Mondays mornings at 11 a.m. also in
the Great Room. You can learn more about
these opportunities below and on page
three.

Stay tuned for more information about Lent,
Holy Week, and our Easter Sunday service in
your March and April newsletters.

...continued from page 1
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LENT AT TRINITY
REMEMBER: LENTEN STUDY

SUNDAYS AT 9 A.M. IN THE GREAT ROOM WITH PASTOR BEN
Explore some of the foundational covenants that God has made with God’s people
this Lenten season as Pastor Ben leads the Sunday morning class through Susan
Robb’s study, Remember: God’s Covenant and the Cross. 

God’s covenants throughout the Old Testament show the character of God’s
promises to the people of Israel. Together, we will explore the covenants with Noah,
Abraham, Moses, and David, followed by the new covenant that was established on
Maundy Thursday. When we stop to consider Lent, we realize that the Lenten
journey leads us to this place where we recognize that the cross is yet another
example of God’s promise for a new world. 

You are invited to join us Sunday mornings at 9 a.m., or if that is not a time that
works for you, let Pastor Ben know as he seeks to find a midweek time to offer this
class that works for a second group. You can sign up on the signup sheet in the
vestibule or talk to Pastor Ben!

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Welcome to February — the month of love! (If you want to believe what Hallmark
tells you, anyway!) This year, like two years ago, it is also the month where we will be
embarking on our journey towards the cross on Calvary and resurrection on Easter
three days after that. So this year, we will get to say, “I love you!” on Valentine’s Day,
to then turn around a few days later remembering that we are merely mortal as
ashes are placed upon our foreheads on Ash Wednesday. As strange as that sounds,
though, there is a degree of appropriateness there. When we look at the journey of
Lent, you’ve no doubt heard myself and others say that it is a time for us to
spiritually prepare ourselves to encounter the risen Christ. The early church used
this as a time to train and teach new confirmands for their welcome into
membership in the church. During this time, we explore so that we might better
understand this immense love that God has for us, as well as the lengths that God
was willing to go to in order to show that love to us. You can learn more about both
studies in this newsletter. May we be a people who choose to intentionally explore
God’s love in this season! — BY PASTOR BEN CASSIDAY
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MISSIONS & JUSTICE
MILLER ELEMENTARY RECEIVES WINTER ITEMS

This holiday season, we collected donations of winter
clothes and sanitizing items to support the students and
teachers at Miller Elementary School. These items
decorated our mission tree in the sanctuary and were
delivered to Miller after the first of the year.

Miller was so excited to receive our love in the form of 42
hats; 46 gloves; 38 socks, sweatpants, and underwear; and
47 sanitizing items and Kleenex. 

A big thanks to all who donated to this mission for our
neighborhood children at Miller!

OPPORTUNITY TO HELP OUR NEIGHBORS
Trinity’s Missions and Justice Team plans to provide a
hot meal for Lafayette Urban Ministry’s (LUM)
overnight shelter the evening of Thursday, February
5. There are several ways you can volunteer — you
can decide how you want to help. Volunteers are
needed to prepare the meal at Trinity beginning at
6:00 p.m., or serve the meal at LUM beginning at 8:30
p.m. 

Please contact Dinah Dalder (dalder@purdue.edu) or
Kathy Manwaring (kmanwaring@purdue.edu) for
more information.

CONDOLENCES
Trinity is saddened to share about the recent passing of Janet "Jan" Ploughe. Jan
had been living at an assisted living facility near her daughter in Indianapolis. Notes
of sympathy may be sent to Jan's daughter Joyce Krauser at 4503 N. College Avenue,
Indianapolis, IN 46205. Any information related to Jan's final arrangements will be
shared when we have that information.

mailto:dalder@purdue.edu
mailto:kmanwaring@purdue.edu
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SING WITH US THIS EASTER
Do you love to sing? Are you passionate about church
music? Want to meet new people or try something new?
Monica Shaeffer, Trinity’s music director, invites all who
love church music to join Trinity’s choir for a short-term
commitment singing with our Easter choir! Rehearsals for
Easter begin on Wednesday, February 25 at 6 p.m. in the
Choir Room on the second floor. 

If you are interested, reach out to Monica Shaeffer to learn
more at music@trinitylafayette.org.

MUSIC MINISTRY
WELCOMING SPECIAL MUSICAL GUESTS

PURDUE’S HEART & SOUL TO PERFORM ON FEB. 1

Founded under Derrick Williams' direction, Heart & Soul debuted during Purdue's
2004 Homecoming and quickly gained a prominent performance schedule. The
group joined the annual Purdue Christmas Show in 2005 with a memorable
rendition of Quincy Jones's Hallelujah Chorus, establishing a tradition. Now led by
Scott Hines, Heart & Soul continues to perform at university and community events,
featuring soloists and specialty groups.

If you would like to financially support Heart & Soul and other Purdue Musical
Organizations visit www.purdue.edu/pmo/giving/index.php or bring a contribution
with you to church on February 1 and place in the designated bin.

Trinity is thrilled to welcome Heart & Soul to perform
during our worship service on Sunday, February 1 at
10: 30 a.m. 

This mixed-voice choir of 40 members specializes in
gospel and contemporary Christian music,
occasionally incorporating soul and R&B. Known for
their inspiring and energetic performance, Heart &
Soul embodies a spirit of positivity and inclusivity,
which resonates strongly with its members and
audiences alike. 
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FAMILY MINISTRY

FOOD & FELLOWSHIP

2025 HOLIDAY SEASON RECAP
BY PASTOR MACK OWINGS

It was a busy holiday season for Trinity’s family
ministry! It all began at our 2025 Friendsgiving
dinner where the whole church was invited to
gather for food and fellowship. As per
tradition, I made a tree out of paper and those
in attendance got to write down things they
were grateful for to help decorate the tree.
Then, we offered a Parent’s Night Out where
we provided free childcare for six children
while their parents got a much needed night
out before Christmas. I am so grateful for
Juliet and Evana Shaeffer’s help that night!
Winter weather meant we didn’t get as many
weeks together during Children’s Church, but
we made the most of what time we had as we
learned about the birth of Jesus together! 

SECOND SUNDAY LUNCH
Bring a dish to share and stick around after
worship on Sunday, February 8 for Second
Sunday Lunch in the Great Room. Not sure
what to bring? We can always use more
main dishes.

All are welcome for this time of food and
fellowship. Questions? Reach out to Monica
M. in the church office (765) 742-1288 or
monica@trinitylafayette.org.
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BIRTHDAYS HOSPITALITY TEAMS:
BUILDING OPENERS
2/1: Brooks Leftwich

2/8: TBD
2/15: Jessi-Alex Brandon

2/22: Nate Yoran

USHERS:
2/1: Brooks Leftwich
2/8: Weng Chew & 
Chew Chin Phua

2/15: Kay Franscoviak
2/22: Jeff Caster

GREETERS:
2/1: Claudia Alenduff

2/8: Chris Erwin
2/15: Norma Singley & 

Kay Franscoviak
2/22: Jeff Caster

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Betty Tyrie

Jeri Massey

Marna Martin

Dena Pusey

Claire Glebe

Neva Agnew

Rhys Agnew

Mark Peek

Erik Cederquist

Mack Owings

Hannah Starr

Marsha Schmid

Jane Denney

Dale Harner

Diane Jones

Dave Yoran

02/01

02/04

02/05

02/05

02/06

02/08

02/11

02/14

02/18

02/18

02/18

02/19

02/20

02/25

02/27

02/29

Is your birthday missing? We’re sorry
about that! Reach out to the church
office, so we can update our records.

FIND US ONLINE:

Website:
trinitylafayette.org

Facebook:
@TrinityUMC509

YouTube:
@trinityunitedmethodistchur1208
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FEBRUARY 2026
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

43 65 7

1110 1312 14

1817 2019 21

2524 2726 28

98

1615

2322

21
9A Sunday
School (GR)

10:30A
Worship

(Sanc)

9A Sunday
School (GR)

10:30A
Worship

(Sanc)
11:30A 2
Sunday

Lunch (GR)

nd

9A Sunday
School (GR)

10:30A
Worship

(Sanc)

9A Sunday
School (GR)

10:30A
Worship

(Sanc)

9A Staff
Meeting
(Office)
11:15A

Fowler
Study

(Fowler
Apts)

9A Staff
Meeting
(Office)

11:15A Fowler
Study

(Fowler)
6P Fat

Tuesday (GR)

6P Choir
Practice

(Choir Rm)

6P Choir
Practice

(Choir Rm)

6P Choir
Practice

(Choir Rm)

6P Choir
Practice -

Easter
Choir

Begins
(Choir Rm)

11A
Spiritual
Friends

(GR)

11A Lenten
Study with

Suzanne
(GR)

11A
Spiritual
Friends

(GR)

11A
Spiritual
Friends

(GR)

6P LUM
Meal Prep
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Ben Cassiday, Senior Pastor
ben@trinitylafayette.org

Suzanne Clemenz, Associate Pastor
suzanne@trinitylafayette.org

Mack Owings, Youth & Families Pastor
mack@trinitylafayette.org

Monica Shaeffer, Music
music@trinitylafayette.org

Monica McDougal, Admin
monica@trinitylafayette.org

Susie Riley, Finance
finance@trinitylafayette.org

Emily Smith, Young Adults
emsheetz10@gmail.com

Chris Barron, Garden
cnb101@bellsouth.net

OUR TEAM:CONTACT US:
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

509 North Street
Lafayette, IN 47901

(765) 742-1288
info@trinitylafayette.org

OFFICE HOURS:
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

WORSHIP WITH US:
Sundays at 10: 30 a.m.

MISSION & VISION:
Mission: To make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation
 of the world.

Vision: Embracing all to experience
and share God’s love.


