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THE MESSENGER 
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Growing in love and service through relationships with God and community. 
www.trinitylafayette.org 

Newsletter 

 

 

DECEMBER 2024 & JANUARY 2025 

NOVEMBER EVENTS RECAP, 
PAGES 6-8 

CARING MINISTRY NEWS,    
PAGE 5 

WHAT’S INSIDE? 

CHRISTMAS HAPPENINGS,  
PAGES 2-3 

ADVENT BEGINS DECEMBER 1 

Join Trinity for worship this Advent season, beginning on 
Sunday, December 1 with our regular Sunday morning 
worship service at 10:30 a.m. and culminating on       
Tuesday, December 24 with our annual Christmas Eve   
service at 6 p.m.  
 

ADVENT WORSHIP 
The season of Advent is one of the highlights of the   
Christian year. With this season, we launch another cycle 
of living into the story of Jesus and the church that 
emerges—of which we are a part. We sometimes think 
we need to find a new way of telling this story and do 
something fresh and unique. There is certainly space for 
that, but tradition and remembering the songs and      
stories from our beginnings can be a powerful invitation 
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to grow as disciples as we grow closer to Christ. So, we 
invite our church community to consider the Prepara-
tions and the Passion of Advent so that we might em-
brace the Presence and Promise of the Christ who comes. 
And through it all, we will gather to worship. So, come, 
let us adore him! 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
Our annual Christmas Eve service featuring all of your fa-
vorite Christmas scripture passages and hymns will be 
held at 6 p.m. on Christmas Eve in our beautiful sanctu-

ary. This service will feature special music performed by Trinity’s Christmas choir and others 
as well as the traditional candlelight. All are welcome, so feel free to bring your family and 
friends along as we celebrate the birth of our Savior. 

 

WORSHIP ON DECEMBER 29 
If you’re back in town after Christmas on Sunday, December 29, join us for worship at 10:30 
a.m. as Pastor Mack brings us the message! 

THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON AT TRINITY 

MUSIC MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Do you love to sing? Well, good news! There are a couple of different ways to add music to 
your Christmas season this year at Trinity.  
 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR 
It’s not too late to join Trinity’s choir for Christmas 
Eve! The Christmas choir rehearses at 6 p.m. on 
Wednesdays 12/4, 12/11, and 12/18 in the choir 
room on the second floor (unless otherwise                     
communicated). For questions, reach out Monica 
Shaeffer (music@trinitylafayette.org). 
 

OLD FASHIONED CAROL SING 
Monica Shaeffer, Trinity’s Director of Music, will be 
leading an old fashioned carol sing on Sunday,          
December 15 at 4:30 p.m. in our Sanctuary. Stop by 
for an evening of singing and holiday cheer! For   
questions, reach out Monica Shaeffer (music@trinitylafayette.org). 
 

LAFAYETTE FLUTE CHOIR PERFMORMANCE 
Also, before worship on Sunday, December 15 beginning at 10 a.m., the Lafayette Flute Choir 
will be performing a mini concert. We hope you'll join us early that morning for some extra 
musical Christmas cheer! 

mailto:music@trinitylafayette.org
mailto:music@trinitylafayette.org
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JUBILEE CHRISTMAS 
JUBILEE CHRISTMAS ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 

Jubilee is right around the corner! We’ve already begun collecting toy and cash donations, but 
there are still many ways for you to get involved. If you still have toys (new, in original       
packaging, and of a non-violent theme) to donate, please bring them by the donation boxes in 
the main building or by the church office as soon as possible. We also need volunteers: 
¶ Help organize the “store” (beginning 9 a.m. on Thursday, 12/12)  
¶ Provide transportation on Jubilee Day, 12/14  
¶ Host a family on Jubilee Day, 12/14 (must arrive by 9 a.m.)  
¶ Bake cookies for the party (cookies should be dropped off in the basement kitchen by 

Wednesday, 12/11) 
If you can help with any of these tasks, please reach out to our Jubilee organizers Kristi Evans 
(klevans@purdue.edu) and Susie Riley (susieboswell@yahoo.com) as soon as possible. 

MILLER ELEMENTARY WINTER DRIVE 
 

This winter, Trinity is again supporting our neighborhood children at 
Miller Elementary School by collecting items the students need.   
During December through Jan. 5, bring children’s winter hats, 
gloves / mittens, or underwear and place them on or beneath the 
Christmas tree in the sanctuary. Miller has also requested                 
anti-bacterial wipes (e.g. Lysol wipes) because they have a big need 
for those this time of year. These can also be left under the Christmas 
tree. The Miller school family expresses their gratitude.  
 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING FOR CHILDREN 
During our Christmas Eve service, there will be 
an opportunity to support United Methodist 
ministries that support children in Indiana and 
around the world, including the Lebanon    
Children’s Home, where several of our Trinity 
members serve in supportive roles. The    
offering will also support Indiana UMC     
camping ministries and special UMC projects 
that serve vulnerable children.  
 

To give on Christmas Eve, use one of the     
provided envelopes included with your        
bulletin or note “Bishop’s Offering” in the 
memo line, otherwise your contribution will 
go to Trinity’s general fund. 

mailto:klevans@purdue.edu
mailto:susieboswell@yahoo.com
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR BEN 
NEW CHAPTERS  

 

These two months — December and January — 
come with them a slew of new chapters. With Ad-
vent, we begin the new year on the church liturgical 
calendar. Then we celebrate the birth of Jesus on 
Christmas Day, which if the birth of a child isn’t the 
start of a new chapter of life, I don’t know what is! 
Then on the secular calendar, as we roll into January, 
we roll into a new year. All of these markers of    
something new bring hope! There’s something about 
the concept of a clean slate, a fresh start that brings 
comfort, relief, and possibility! But it is interesting to 
me, though, that all of these new chapter markers 
happen during the time of year when the daylight is 
at its shortest and darkness and cold seem to       

dominate so much of our time and attention.  
 

We don’t typically like the darkness. It’s helpful for falling asleep, sure, but even then, my  
children still have their desk lamps on at the lowest setting, and I admit that the soft red glow 
of my phone that only displays the time like an alarm clock helps to give me some semblance 
of control through that small piece of information. In that darkness, we don’t see what’s   
coming, and it’s that unknown that truly jars us. It’s good for us to be reminded that “for      
everything there is a season” as scripture states in Ecclesiastes 3. It’s a reminder that it’s a 
part of the human experience that we will go through times that we will be sad, depressed, 
feeling alone and discarded — but wait for the morning light to dawn. It might take longer 
during some seasons, but the light will rise, bringing with it the warmth needed to cut through 
the cold.  
 

Perhaps that’s why we celebrate the birth of Christ around the time of the winter solstice. 
Sometimes, we need more than a verbal reminder that the darkness isn’t forever. Maybe we 
need to celebrate this birth to keep the light in our hearts even as the moon and stars are    
obscured by the dark winter clouds. Sometimes, we need to take candles in hand and, in one 
voice, sing that silence isn’t always because of darkness and hopelessness. Sometimes, silence 
in the dark is because we have found something so hope-filled that we truly find ourselves 
speechless. Let this be an encouragement for all of us: no matter what darkness, uncertainty, 
fear or tribulation you might find yourself in at this moment, take hold of the hope that is in 
Jesus.  
 

Let this season remind you that a new chapter is starting for you, that a new day is coming — 
it is even already here! Rejoice, and be glad in it, for we are never truly alone and left        
completely in the dark. 
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CARING MINISTRY 
WELCOME KITS ASSEMBLED FOR LEBANON CHILDRENΩS HOME 

 

Trinity, as well as Lafayette Grace United Methodist 
Church and St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, 
worked to put together 90 welcome kits. These kits 
were put together to help make the arrival of new 
residents to the Lebanon Children’s Home more  
comfortable. The ladies gathered donated items and 
funds to help purchase items that were then put into 
colorful cloth bags. Items included Bibles, devotional 
books, snacks, notebooks, pens, fidgets, colored   
pencils, coloring books, hygiene products, and a   
pocket prayer shawl. Trinity ladies that helped with this project were Chris Lilly, Judy Robbins, 
Norma Singley, and Kay Franscoviak, who also serve on the Lebanon Children’s Home’s        
Auxiliary Executive Board. 
 

HELPING AT THE LUM PANTRY 

Photo Caption: Kay Franscoviak, along with LUM volunteer 
Bharathi, assists customers at the bread shelf at the LUM 
protein pantry at St. John’s Episcopal Church.  
 

Trinity members and Pastor Suzanne often assist customers 
at the pantry on Mondays. If you are interested in getting           
involved, reach out to Pastor Suzanne to learn more. 

PASTOR SUZANNE PROVIDES CHAPLAINCY AT LUM 
As part of Trinity’s mission to provide compas-
sionate care to our neighbors in need, Pastor 
Suzanne spends one morning a week at the 
LUM office meeting with community members 
who come in for assistance. She has recently 
begun teaching LUM volunteers and staff how 
to identify clients who may benefit from    
chaplaincy so that LUM can enhance its service 
to our community. On Nov. 20, several from 
Trinity celebrated with Lafayette Urban        
Ministry as they marked 40 years of providing 
shelter to our neighbors without housing.     
Pictured are Brent Clemenz, Kathy Manwaring, Steven Flowers, and Pastor Suzanne with     
Mason McConnell Curry, LUM's Director of Homeless Services. 
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FAITHFULLY FORWARD 
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PHOTOS FROM FRIENDSGIVING 
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WINTER BREAK FOR OFFICE & STAFF 
The church office will be closed for our annual winter break from December 25 through      
January 1 and will reopen at its normal hours on Thursday, January 2. Our staff are also all on 
vacation during this time. For emergencies, reach out to Pastor Ben directly via his cell phone. 

OFFICE 

PHOTOS FROM HANGING OF THE GREENS 
On Sunday, November 24, we worked together to transform the church building for the       
Advent season! Thanks to everyone who pitched in and to Kay Franscoviak for coordinating 
and providing food. 
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Looking to contribute to our offering, missions campaign, etc.     
but need to do so via card?  

 
 

Use the QR Code provided to access our online giving platform!    
Our online giving platform can also be found on our website: 

 trinitylafayette.org/give 

ONLINE GIVING 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
COMMUNITY LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE, DECEMBER 19 

A community Longest Night Service will be held at Westminster 
Village on Thursday, December 19 at 4 p.m., and it is open to 
everyone. Pastor Suzanne will be participating in the service, and 
she would love to have any Trinity folks who wish to attend join 
her.  
 

This service is for those who might be feeling a little blue this 
holiday season – those dealing with grief, sorrow, loneliness, or 
pain. It will be a sacred space to reflect and remember as we 
await the Light of the world with hope. Questions? Reach out to 
Pastor  Suzanne. 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS 
We are have completed  Phase II of our window restoration project. The windows on the 
south and north side of the sanctuary now appear exactly the same as when installed by Edna 
Browning Ruby in 1917. The exterior rippled glass glazing has been removed and interior   
plastic glazing has been installed for thermal insulation and for protection of the windows. 
Our thanks goes to our congregation and friends, the building endowment, and to the Historic     
Preservation Fund of Indiana for support of the project. Next year we plan to begin Phase III of 
the project, restoration of the windows of the east side of the sanctuary (including the large 
window above the entrance doors on 6th Street). Trinity submitted an application for support 
of Phase III to Sacred Places of Indiana, which is organized by Indiana Landmarks. This grant 
application has been approved. It is a “matching” grant, so donations from the congregation 
and the building endowment will still be necessary. However, each dollar donated to the     
window restoration fund is very important, since it will be matched by two dollars from Sacred 
Places of Indiana for the continued restoration of our historic stained glass windows. 

trinitylafayette.org/give


 10 

DEC. BUILDING OPENERS: 
12/1 — Brooks Leftwich 
12/8 — Brent Clemenz 
12/15 — Mel Shoaf 
12/22 — Nate Yoran 
12/29 — Ryan Wynkoop 
 

DEC. USHERS: 
12/1 — Brooks Leftwich 
12/8 — Weng Chew & Chew 
Chin Phua 
12/15 — Mel Shoaf 
12/22 — Jeff Caster 
12/29 — Ryan Wynkoop 

DEC. GREETERS: 
12/1 — Chris Erwin 
12/8 — Jeff Caster 
12/15 — Dinah Dalder 
12/22 — Judy Robbins 
12/29 — Chris Erwin 

HOSPITALITY SCHEDULE 

SANCTUARY YOGA 

BEWARE SCAMS & PHISHING EMAILS 
As a reminder, no one on Trinity’s staff will ever email you from an email other than their   
official Trinity email accounts (those ending in @trinitylafayette.org) and they will never       
request money, gift cards, private information such as passwords, social security numbers, 
etc. For cell communications, always double check the phone number to verify that it matches 
the correct number for that staff person. If you need those numbers, please reach out to the 
church office.  

JAN. BUILDING OPENERS: 
1/5 — Mack Owings 
1/12 — Emily Halpern 
1/19 — Nate Yoran 
1/26 — Emily Spilker 
 

JAN. USHERS: 
1/5 — Chris Erwin 
1/12 — Emily Halpern 
1/19 — Dinah Dalder 
1/26 — Emily Spilker 

JAN. GREETERS: 
1/5 — TBD 
1/12 — TBD 
1/19 — TBD 
1/26 — TBD 

CHRISTMAS EVE HOSPITALITY TEAM: 
Building Opener — Monica McDougal 

Ushers — 
Greeter — Claudia Alenduff 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

OFFICE INFO 
Trinity’s office is open on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. During 
office hours the inner office door will be 
locked to better manage visitors and ensure 
safety for office staff. 

TRINITY’S BOARD 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Jeremy Grossman  12/04 
Chew Chin Phua   12/06 
Emily Sheetz   12/08 
Jeff Caster    12/09 
Andrik Yestrebsky  12/15 
Chad Alenduff   12/17 
Kathy Young   12/25 
Betty Ruth Jackson  12/27 
Kay Franscoviak   12/30 

 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Cache Joseph   1/02 
Lucas Clemenz   1/06 
Aidan Clemenz   1/14 
Norma Morton   1/14 
David Bridges   1/16 
Pat Renfroe   1/19 
Peter Gray    1/20 
Andrew Meyer   1/20 
Frank Cederquist  1/21 
Ruhl Robbins   1/23 
Mel Shoaf    1/25 
Betsy Cederquist  1/27 
Ivy Meyer    1/30 
 
Lǎ ȅƻǳǊ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎΚ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǎƻǊǊȅ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΗ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ 
ƪƴƻǿΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ 

ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΦ 

Chairperson: Dinah Dalder  
Vice Chair: Kathy Manwaring  
Treasurer: Claudia Alenduff  
Lay Leader: Kay Franscoviak 

Finance: Emily Spilker  
Trustees: Steve Ash  

Staff Parish: Larry Fraser  
Secretary: Emily Sheetz  

Endowment: Ryan Wynkoop  
Discipleship Team Leader: Kay Franscoviak 

Missions/Outreach: Kathy Manwaring & Betty Jackson 
At Large Member: Brooks Leftwich  

Have pictures from church events or a story to 
share? Send them to Monica in the office at 
info@trinitylafayette.org.  
Website: www.trinitylafayette.org  
Facebook: ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 
[ŀŦŀȅŜǧŜΣ Lb  
 
Be sure to like us on Facebook and share 
posts and events on your own wall and       
invite your friends! This is a great way to 
spread the word about our outreach events. 

http://www.trinitylafayette.org
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMC509/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMC509/
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December 2024  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

1 

10:30A Worship 

(Sanc) 
 

11:30A New 

Member Class 2 

(GR) 
 

7P Connect 

(Zoom) 

2 

10A Advent 

Study (GR) 

3 

5P Advent Study 

(GR) 

4 

6P Choir (Choir 

Rm) 

5 6 7 

8 

10:30A Worship 

(Sanc) 
 

11:30A 2nd 

Sunday Lunch 

(GR) 
 

7P Connect 

(Zoom) 

9 

10A Advent 

Study (Sanc) 

10 

9:30A Staff 

Meeting (Office) 
 

11:15A Fowler 

Study (Fowler) 
 

5P Advent Study 

(Sanc) 

11 

6P Choir (Sanc) 

12 13 14 

Jubilee      

Christmas 

15 

10:30A Worship 

(Sanc) 
 

4:30P Carol 

Sing (Sanc) 
 

7P Connect 

(Zoom) 

16 

10A Advent 

Study (GR) 

17 

9:30A Staff 

Meeting (Office) 
 

5P Advent Study 

(GR) 

18 

6P Choir (Choir 

Rm) 

19 

4P Longest 

Night Service 

(Westminster 

Village) 

20 21 

22 

10:30A Worship 

(Sanc) 
 

7P Connect 

(Zoom) 

23 

10A Advent 

Study (GR) 

10:30A Fowler 

Study (Fowler) 

24 

6P Christmas 

Eve Service 

(Sanc) 

25 

OFFICE 

CLOSED: 
 

ALL STAFF    

VACATION 

26 

OFFICE 

CLOSED: 
 

ALL STAFF    

VACATION 

27 

OFFICE 

CLOSED: 
 

ALL STAFF    

VACATION 

28 

OFFICE  

CLOSED: 
 

ALL STAFF    

VACATION 

29 

10:30A Worship 

(Sanc) 
 

7P Connect 

(Zoom) 
 

OFFICE  

CLOSED: 

ALL STAFF    

VACATION 

30 

OFFICE 

CLOSED: 
 

ALL STAFF    

VACATION 

31 

OFFICE 

CLOSED: 
 

ALL STAFF    

VACATION 

    

Please note that during the week of December 9 through  
December 14 the groups that regularly meet in our building 
will be in new locations in order to accommodate              
preparations for Jubilee Christmas. This means that our   
building is entirely booked up during this week and no        
additional meetings or activities can be schedule until after 
Jubilee is over. 
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January 2025  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

   1 

OFFICE 

CLOSED: 
 

ALL STAFF    

VACATION 

2 3 4 

5 

10:30A Worship 

(Sanc) 
 

7P Connect 

(Zoom) 

6 7 

9:30A Staff 

Meeting (Office) 
 

11:15A Fowler 

Study (Fowler) 

8 

6P Choir (Choir 

Rm) 

9 10 11 

10A Yoga (Sanc) 

12 

10:30A Worship 

(Sanc) 
 

11:30A 2nd 

Sunday Lunch 

(GR) 
 

7P Connect 

(Zoom) 

13 14 15 

6P Choir (Choir 

Rm) 

16 17 18 

19 

10:30A Worship 

(Sanc) 
 

7P Connect 

(Zoom) 

20 

OFFICE 

CLOSED:  
 

MLK DAY 

 

5P LUM Meal 

Mission 

21 

9:30A Staff 

Meeting (Office) 
 

11:15A Fowler 

Study (Fowler) 

22 

6P Choir (Choir 

Rm) 

23 24 25 

26 

10:30A Worship 

(Sanc) 
 

7P Connect 

(Zoom) 

27 28 29 

6P Choir (Choir 

Rm) 

30 31  
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509 North Street 

Lafayette, IN  47901 

 

Trinity's Mission Statement:  

To make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation 

of the world. 

 

Trinity's Vision Statement:  
Growing in love and service 
through relationships with 

God and community. 

Our Team 

Pastor Ben  ben@trinitylafayette.org 
Pastor Suzanne  suzanne@trinitylafayete.org 
Pastor Mack  mack@trinitylafayette.org 
ό¸ƻǳǘƘ ϧ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎύ 

Monica Shaeffer music@trinitylafayette.org 
όaǳǎƛŎύ 

Monica McDougal monica@trinitylafayette.org 
ό!ŘƳƛƴύ 

Susie Riley   finance@trinitylafayette.org 
όCƛƴŀƴŎŜύ 

Emily Spilker  ekuehl20@gmail.com  
όDŀǊŘŜƴύ 
Emily Sheetz  emsheetz10@gmail.com 
ό¸ƻǳƴƎ !Řǳƭǘǎύ 

Sunday Worship Service 
In-Person Worship (Sanctuary) at 10:30 a.m.  

Office Hours 
Mondays, Tuesdays, & Thursdays from  9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Church Office Contact 
Phone: (765) 742-1288 

Email: info@trinitylafayette.org 
 
 

www.trinitylafayette.org 


