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THE MESSENGER 
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Growing in love and service through relationships with God and community 

www.trinitylafayette.org 

Newsletter 

We hope you all will join Trinity and our friends at our 
neighboring downtown churches for our annual Worship 
in the Streets. We will gather at 10 a.m. on 6th street, 
right outside of Trinity’s green doors between Trinity and 
First Christian on Sunday, July 3rd. This cooperative wor-
ship service will  feature representatives from all of the 
churches and will involve music, scripture, sermon, and 
fellowship. This will be a great opportunity for us to con-
nect with people from our wider Christian community.  
 
All are welcome! If you are able to help set up (mostly by 
putting out chairs) at 9.am. On the 3rd please let Pastor 
Tracey know via email at tracey@trinitylafayette.org 
 
 

GARDEN UPDATE, PAGE 8 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE      

RECAP, PAGE 2 

JULY 2022 

WHAT’S INSIDE 

DISCIPLESHIP, PAGE 5 

mailto:tracey@trinitylafayette.org
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE RECAP 

LOVE GOD, LOVE NEIGHBOR 
LOVE GOD, LOVE NEIGHBOR was the message of the 2022 Indiana Annual Conference of The      
United Methodist Church. Attending from Trinity were the Reverends Tracey Leslie, Suzanne 
Clemenz, and Britt Leslie as well as congregational members Lisa Nielsen, Brooks Leftwich, 
Ryan Wynkoop, and Kay Franscoviak. The business of the conference included approving the 
2023  budget which included an increase of the church's contribution to pastor health          
insurance cost in 2023. During the actual conference days, Indiana Methodist Churches 
pledged $100,000 in aid to Afghan and Ukranian refugees, $5,000 from Trinity. Twenty-eight 
Indiana Methodist churches were approved for disaffiliation from The United Methodist 
Church. This disaffiliation for them officially begins July 1, 2022. Other churches which wish to 
disaffiliate must complete the  process in time to accommodate a special Annual Conference 
session on November 19. The majority of over 1300 conference participants also    approved a 
resolution that "we must also graciously make room in our Conference for those who have 
been historically and contemporarily excluded from full participation in the life of the Church, 
so that we may be the Church Christ calls us to be now and in the future."  Other information 
at the conference was that for a variety of reasons 21 Indiana Methodist congregations      
permanently closed their doors. The conference emphasis, Children Matter Most, was also 
emphasized focusing on food insecurity and nonviolence and partnering with schools. Trinity 
has already implemented procedures to ensure the safety of children in the church facility. 
The Trinity group also attended a session IN Against Racism. One of the conference speakers 
mentioned that we are a broken world and that is where the church comes in--to love and   
accept one another. As your lay leader, I urge each and every one of you to speak to those you 
meet even just in passing with a smile and a simple "hello". You never know how uplifting just 
that simple outreach can be. (Personal note--I came away from the conference feeling I had 
experienced a meeting of Methodists, who though disagreeing on some matters of business, 
could still interact with grace, respect, and love. Frequently, we heard the refrain "I love you 
and there's nothing you can do about it." I also especially liked when Bishop Trimble called for 
hand praise. A phrase new to me meaning applause.) And as Ryan Wynkoop told the Trinity        
congregation the Sunday following the conference, as a fellow Trinity congregation member, "I 
too love you and there's nothing you can do about it!!!" - Kay Franscoviak 
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MISSIONS 

INDIANA UNITED METHODIST CHILDREN’S HOME 
Trinity members attended the May 21st IN Methodist Children's Home Auxiliary Annual     

Conference in Lebanon. Attending were Steve and Marianne Ash, Pastors Tracey Leslie & Mack 

Owings, Norma Singley, Judy Robbins, Mary Jo Risk, and Kay Franscoviak. Guest speaker for 

the conference was Scott Swan, WTHR anchor, speaking on Hope by telling of his faith journey 

and emphasizing to folks to seek with all your heart, sing with all your heart, surrender with all 

your heart, serve with all your heart, and share with all your heart the Good News. A short 

business meeting followed with installation of officers and executive committee. Four days  

following the conference, five of the Children's Home students graduated from the James E. 

Davis School on campus. New students to the school were recognized, and many other        

students received academic and character award recognition. One Home graduating senior 

and two former Home graduates received Hoffman/Pullman Scholarships from the Children's 

Home Foundation. These three graduates will be pursuing additional education in the fields  

of nursing, criminal justice, and photojournalism. 

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE 

You are invited to participate with other Lafayette 

downtown churches in a blood drive on Sunday, July 

24, from 1:00 to 5:30 pm at Central Presbyterian 

Church, 7th and Columbia. Go to this website to 

make an appointment:   https://

donate.indiana.versiti.org/donor/schedules/

drive_schedule/155024 There is a critical blood shortage in our area. We hope you will join us 

in meeting this need in our community! 

MISSION GIVING 
As United Methodists, we faithfully participate in the life and ministries of our local             

congregation through our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. To go along with this 

year’s Annual Conference (which took place June 9-11) theme of Love God, Love Neighbor, we 

collected a mission offering of more than $100,000 to help our Afghan and Ukrainian        

neighbors who have been forced to flee violence in their home countries. Many of them are 

now making Indiana their home. Trinity contributed $5,000 toward this offering to          

demonstrate our commitment to loving God and neighbor. 

https://donate.indiana.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/155024
https://donate.indiana.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/155024
https://donate.indiana.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/155024
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ACTION 

A new organization has recently formed to address gun violence in our community. This group 
began with the pastor and several members at First UMC, West Lafayette and has grown to 
include many community individuals and organizations. Former Trinity member, Jen Dobbs-
Oates, as a public educator, is also involved in the leadership of this organization. 
 
• Their first organizing event was held on Wednesday, June 15, at the downtown Y.  If you 

would like to access handouts and notes from the first meeting, go to bit.ly/
tippecanoeacts   

• The group has also begun a Facebook page:  Tippecanoe ACTS   
• To receive email alerts with simple, specific, local actions you can take to advocate 

for gun violence prevention, sign up at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSfSWmfMncaWDN64RqK6WCG3DVbyEc7yZDry-rvDlBnZUtRBxw/viewform  

• To join the email group, email tippecanoeacts@gmail.com  
 
Tippecanoe ACTS reminds us that: “Guns are now the #1 killer of kids in the US. Mass 
shootings happen with alarming regularity. If we do nothing, nothing will change. [B]ecome 
informed about specific actions YOU can take to push for changes -- to policies and elected 
officials -- that will help prevent gun violence.”  

YOUTH & FAMILIES 

Pastor Mack has all sorts of fun activities in store 
for our PRISM youth this summer. From mini golf 
to pool days, there are many fun and safe         
activites for our youth. As a reminder, PRISM is 
our intentionally safe and inclusive youth group 
for students between 7th and 12th grades. If you 
would like to learn more, please reach out to 
Pastor Mack at  mack@trinitylafayette.org 
 
We continue to offer children’s church and 
nursery care during our 10:30 a.m. in-person 
worship service. All children are welcome to join 
Pastor Mack in the basement or can use the  
worship activity boxes located on the tables at 
the back of the sanctuary.  

http://bit.ly/tippecanoeacts
http://bit.ly/tippecanoeacts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/435761921409834/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfSWmfMncaWDN64RqK6WCG3DVbyEc7yZDry-rvDlBnZUtRBxw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfSWmfMncaWDN64RqK6WCG3DVbyEc7yZDry-rvDlBnZUtRBxw/viewform
mailto:tippecanoeacts@gmail.com
mailto:mack@trinitylafayette.org
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DISCIPLESHIP 

SPIRITUAL JOURNALING & PRAYER ZOOM GROUPS 
Mark your calendar to join us for the following summer opportunities to learn, grow and fel-
lowship: 
• Prayer Group on Zoom with Lisa Nielsen: based on our Lenten prayer group, Lisa will be 

leading an online small group while will allow participants to engage in different forms of 
prayer. Join Lisa on Zoom, at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, July 13 (Lectio and Visio Divina). 
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82338825261 

• Mudhouse Sabbath Study with Pastor Tracey: Beginning July 27, Pastor Tracey will lead a 
small-group book study of spiritual practices that began with the ancient Jews and remain 
a part of our Christian faith today. Author Lauren Winner was raised as an Orthodox Jew 
and is now an Episcopal priest. Through simple and engaging writing, she helps us under-
stand the rich legacy of these faith practices. This 4-session study will begin on July 27, at 
7pm in the GREAT Room Conference Room. The schedule and chapters/topics are: July 
27: Sabbath (Shabbat); August 3: Hospitality (hachnassat orchim); August 10:  Aging 
(hiddur p’nai zaken); August 17: Prayer (tefillah). Mudhouse Sabbath is available through 
Amazon in paperback for $14.86 or Kindle for $9.99.  While purchase of the book is not re-
quired for participation, it will greatly enhance your ability to engage in the group discus-
sion. Questions:  Contact Pastor Tracey (tracey@trinitylafayette.org) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82338825261
mailto:tracey@trinitylafayette.org
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CARING MINISTRY 

SENIOR LUNCHEON RESCHEDULED FOR JULY 23 

CARING MINISTRY NEWS 

Trinity’s senior luncheon has been rescheduled for Saturday, 

July 23 at noon. A big thanks to everyone for their                  

understanding and patience as we do our best to plan for a 

safe, enjoyable time of hospitality for our esteemed seniors. 

New invitations will be sent out in the mail soon, and any of 

our esteemed seniors who are 80 or over are also welcome to 

RSVP to Pastor Suzanne by calling her at 765-430-4648. 

Trinity’s caring ministry, administered by Pastor Suzanne, serves folks in crisis or hardship and 

is supported by Trinity’s caring fund, and we respond to needs within our church family and in 

our larger community. Calls for assistance are increasing as many in our community are in fi-

nancial stress due to rising costs of gas and groceries. Recently, Trinity’s caring ministry has 

paid a portion of housing fees for an individual in a sober living home; assisted a single mom 

w/ gas as she takes a sick child to appointments in Indy; and assisted another individual with 

rent. Our care has also been expressed through transportation for folks in need and other tan-

gible acts of care. Please consider giving to Trinity’s Caring Fund, which is collected on the first 

Sundays of the month (though not in July, due to Worship in the Street). Donations to the 

fund can also be given online at trinitylafayette.org/give or mailed to the church. 

FELLOWSHIP 

LADIES’ NIGHT OUT 
Trinity ladies of all ages are invited to a Ladies Night Out 
on Tuesday, July 19, at 6 p.m. at Christo's on Teal Road. It 
is a time of fellowship and getting to know one              
another. We support locally owned restaurants. You     
order off the menu. If cost or transportation is a barrier, 
reach out to Pastor Suzanne at 765-430-4648. Please   
reserve a place by calling the church office at 742-1288 or Kay Franscoviak at 765-563-3258 
by Sunday, July 17. Hope to see you there, ladies!  

trinitylafayette.org/give
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HOSPITALITY SCHEDULE 

JULY BUILDING OPENER SCHEDULE: 
7/03: Worship in the Streets 
7/10: Cullen Oakes 
7/17: Nate Yoran 
7/24: Emily Spilker 
7/31: Ryan Wynkoop 
 
JULY USHER SCHEDULE: 
7/03: Worship in the Streets 
7/10: Cullen Oakes 
7/17: Dinah Dalder 
7/24: Emily Spilker 
7/31: Ryan Wynkoop 
 
JULY GREETER SCHEDULE: 
7/03: Worship in the Streets 
7/10: Jeff Caster 
7/17: Robin and Kathy Young 
7/24: Dinah Dalder 
7/31: Kay Franscoviak & Norma Singley 

JULY COFFEE CART SCHEDULE: 
7/03: Worship in the Streets 
7/10: Savannah Jewell 
7/17: Savannah Jewell 
7/24: Savannah Jewell 
7/31: Savannah Jewell 
 
If you would like to help with hospitality, 

please reach out to the following people: 

Building Opener & Usher Teams:  

• Pastor Tracey (tracey@trinitylafayette.org) 

Greeting Team: 

• Dinah Dalder (dalder@purdue.edu) 

Coffee Cart: 

• Savannah Jewell (sdowenb@gmail.com) 

 

 

 

GARDEN UPDATE 

The growing season is in full swing! If you haven't had a 
chance to check out the South Lawn, please enjoy these pic-
tures of the garden team's hard work paying off.  
 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS - Adopt a Row  
 

The garden team is looking for volunteers willing to adopt a 
row or section of the vegetable garden. Keeping up with 
weeds is our biggest challenge - any level of contribution is 
welcome! Please reach out to Emily Spilker or Ryan 
Wynkoop in person or by email (ekuehl20@gmail.com & 
ryan.wynkoop@gmail.com) 

mailto:tracey@trinitylafayette.org
mailto:dalder@purdue.edu
mailto:sdowenb@gmail.com
mailto:ekuehl20@gmail.com
mailto:ryan.wynkoop@gmail.com
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COMMUNICATIONS INFO 
Have pictures from church events or  a story 

to share?  

Send them to info@trinitylafayette.org.  

Be sure to check out the Trinity Voices blog 

and Trinity News blog on the website, too! 

Website: www.trinitylafayette.org  

Facebook: Trinity United Methodist Church, 

Lafayette, IN  

Be sure to like us on Facebook and share 

posts and events on your own wall and  

invite your friends! This is a great way to 

spread the word about our outreach events. 

OFFICE INFO 
Trinity’s office is open on Mondays, Tuesdays 

and Thursdays from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. During 

office hours the inner office door will be 

locked to better manage visitors and insure 

safety for office staff. 

DIGITAL ARCHIVES  
Check out our digital archive collection.  This 
collection of unique items celebrates the past, 
present and future of Trinity.  It showcases 
Trinity’s beautiful architecture as well as  
significant people and events from Trinity’s 
history.  It also explores Trinity’s connection to 
local artists such as Edna Browning Ruby, 
Bruce Rogers and Harry A. Davis, and  
celebrates its vital presence in the Centennial 
Neighborhood of Lafayette, Indiana.  Come  
explore, click, and learn! Highlights from the 
Archives of Trinity United Methodist Church 
can be found at https://trinityumc.omeka.net. 
Our thanks to Amanda Grossman for her  
exceptional work on this project! 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
Claudia Alenduff   7/02 
Bob Nichols   7/02 
Kristi Evans    7/09 
Quinn Clemenz   7/10 
Lynn Stewart   7/10 
Mildred Young   7/12 
Becky Newell   7/12 
Julie Stewart   7/15 
George Newell   7/16 
Cathy Gurley   7/17 
Marcia Cuppy   7/17 
Melissa Kramer   7/22 
Brooke Harvey   7/23 
Caroline Nelson   7/24 
Elaine Cuppy   7/27 
Wanda Fisher   7/27 
Mickey Stamper   7/28 
Isabella Garcia   7/30 
 
 
Jason Conner  

If you notice a member of Trinity is 
missing from our monthly birthday 
list or if you have joined us within 
the past two years, please make sure 
to send that birthday information to 
Monica in the office at                  
monica@trinitylafayette.org or by 
calling 765-742-1288. 

http://www.trinitylafayette.org
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMC509/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMC509/
https://trinityumc.omeka.net
mailto:monica@trinitylafayette.org
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July 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

9:15A Connect 

(Zoom) 

10A Worship 

in the Streets 

(6th Street) 

4 

CHURCH OFFICE 

CLOSED FOR 

INDEPENDENCE 

DAY 

5 6 7 8 9 

10 

9:15A Connect 

(Zoom) 

10:30A Wor-

ship (Sanc.) 

11 12 13 

7P Prayer 

Group (Zoom) 

14 15 16 

17 

9:15A Connect 

(Zoom) 

10:30A Wor-

ship (Sanc.) 

18 

6PM Fusion 

(GREAT) 

19 

6PM Ladies 

Night Out 

(Christo’s, Teal 

Rd.) 

20 21 22 23 

Noon Senior 

Luncheon 

(GREAT) 

24 

9:15A Connect 

(Zoom) 

10:30A Wor-

ship (Sanc.) 

25 26 

 

27 

7P Mudhouse 

Sabbath 

(GREAT) 

28 29 30 

31 

9:15A Connect 

(Zoom) 

10:30A Wor-

ship (Sanc.) 
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509 North Street 

Lafayette, IN  47901 

 

Trinity's Mission Statement: To make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world. 

 

Trinity's Vision Statement: Growing in 
love and service through relationships 
with God and community.  

 

Trinity's Core Spiritual Practices: 

• Daily Prayer 

• Attendance in Worship 

• Financial Stewardship that emphasizes 

tithing 

• Evangelism that is invitational and  

relational 

• Discovering and using spiritual gifts and  

talents 

• Study and reflection on scripture and  

religious writings 

Sunday Worship Services 

Trinity Connect         9:15 a.m. 

Traditional Worship   10:30 a.m. 
 

Office Hours 

Mondays, Tuesdays, & Thursdays 9 am to 3 pm 
 

Church Number 

Church Office  (765) 742-1288 

www.trinitylafayette.org 
 

Church Staff 

Pastor Tracey  tracey@trinitylafayette.org  

Pastor Suzanne  suzanne@trinitylafayete.org 

Pastor Monica  monica@trinitylafayette.org 

Pastor Mack  mack@trinitylafayette.org 

Dr. Dan Peo  music@trinitylafayette.org 

Susie Riley   finance@trinitylafayette.org 

Robin Young  weddings@trinitylafayette.org 

Emily Spilker  ekuehl20@gmail.com  

mailto:tracey@trinitylafayette.org

