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THE MESSENGER 
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Growing in love and service through relationships with God and community 
www.trinitylafayette.org 

Newsletter 

JUBILEE CHRISTMAS, PG 5 

WHAT’S INSIDE 
FAMILY MINISTRY NEWS,    

PG 2 

NOVEMBER 2022 

BACH TO THE FUTURE 
CONCERT, PG 3 

 
Join us for worship on Sunday, November 6, as we         
celebrate All Saints Sunday during morning worship. We 
will read the names of Trinity’s “saints triumphant” who 
have gone on to their heavenly reward since November of 
last year, lighting a candle and sounding a bell in their 
memory. We will also light taper candles in memory of 
our members’ family members who have passed.  
 
Finally, as in recent years, tea light candles will be        
available at the front of the sanctuary. As you come      
forward for communion, you are welcome to light a     
candle and pray silently for someone you know and love 
who may have passed during the last year. For those     
unable to worship with us, the service will be recorded 
and the recording will be posted on the church website. 
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FAMILY MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH RESUMES NOV. 20TH 

We are thrilled that the renovations of the basement fellowship hall will soon be completed 
allowing Children’s Church to resume in that space! Currently, Children’s Church is on hold 
due to space limitations of our temporary nursery on the 2nd floor. Beginning Sunday,         
November 20th, we will return to offering Children’s Church for pre-k through 5th grades. 
Children under that age range will still be welcomed into the nursey, located on the basement 
level under the supervision of our nursery attendant, Jenn Agnew. Pastor Mack will bring back 
the family ministry moment during the worship service; it is at that point that children will be 
released from the sanctuary for Children’s Church.  On that Sunday, Nov. 20, we will also be 
dedicating that space after the service before the Hanging of the Greens. See page 4 of this 
newsletter for more information. 
 
If you are passionate about working with children, and have been connected to our             
congregation for at least a year, you can reach out to Pastor Mack to inquire about               
volunteering to assist with Children’s Church.  
 
For questions, please reach out to Pastor Mack (mack@trinitylafayette.org). To view our child 
safety policies and procedures, please visit trinitylafyatte.org/children 

SAVE THE DATE: STORYTIME IN DECEMBER 

After the success of our September Storytime on the Lawn, we are excited to have Storytime 
again on December 4th at 2pm in our newly refinished Children's Worship Space! Families 
with children are invited to join us in the Fellowship Hall to sing Christmas songs and listen to 
a children's book, as well as enjoy some popcorn and hot chocolate. We are again asking for 
volunteers to help with this event. Please email Pastor Mack (mack@trinitylafayette.org) if 
you are interested in helping with the popcorn, the drinks station, or the sign-in table. 

 MEET PASTOR MACK: Hello, everyone! For those of you who are 
new to our community, my name is Mack Owings. I am the     
Pastor of Youth and Families here at Trinity UMC. I plan and lead 
our inclusive youth group, Prism, as well as Children’s Church 
and other family ministry events (like Storytime, see below for 
details). There is a lot to look forward to this holiday season, so 
keep an eye out for more details! You can learn more about me 
(and the rest of our amazing staff) on our church website by   
visiting trinitylafayette.org/team 
 
Contact me anytime via email at mack@trinitylafyatte.org 

mailto:mack@trinitylafayette.org
trinitylafyatte.org/children
mailto:mack@trinitylafayette.org
trinitylafayette.org/team
mailto:mack@trinitylafayette.org
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WORSHIP 

BACH TO THE FUTURE: Piano Concert by A. Paul Johnson 

BACH TO THE FUTURE, a wild and eclectic blend 
of the baroque master J.S. Bach and the new resi-
dent artist A. Paul Johnson’s music will be offered 
in a piano recital here at Trinity UMC on  Sunday,       
December 11, 2022 at 2pm. The concert is free 
and open to the public as part of Paul’s residency 
with the church as an Arts Consultant with the 
Center for Congregations. 
 
Join us on the 11th for an afternoon of music       
celebrating Bach and stay after the concert to 
meet A. Paul and get to know him and his work a 
little better.  
 
Help us spread the word by inviting your friends and all music-lovers through the Greater 
Lafayette community.  

TRINITY CONNECT 

Do you know what Trinity Connect is? While many    
churches live stream worship, Trinity Connect is a         
worshipping congregation that meets live via Zoom every 
Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m. Approximately 12 people 
attend each week. Under the Communications leadership 
of Steve Hustedt, Trinity Connect has improved in quality 
and presentation and is seeking more extensive              
promotion. Trinity Connect provides the opportunity to 
“attend church” for individuals who may travel or move 
frequently and are seeking a consistent congregation. It is 
also a meaningful option for those who, due to their own 
health or their status as a caregiver, find it difficult to leave 
their home. It is also an option for those with a mental health condition that may make       
entering large spaces with strangers stressful and anxiety-producing.  
 
Do you know anyone who fits the groups just mentioned? If you do, why not reach out and 
invite them to Trinity Connect? Those who regularly attend have found it a tremendous    
blessing spiritually and socially. To play a role in promoting Trinity Connect, visit our website 
at trinitylafayette.org/growconnect and download/save the image to share on your own      
social media. You can also share posts directly from Trinity’s Facebook page.  

trinitylafayette.org/growconnect
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BUILDING UPDATES 

GRAND REOPENING OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY AREA  
During the summer of 2019, North Street was re-bricked. Since that time, flooding has been 
an ongoing issue in our main Fellowship Hall. Over time, this flooding loosened floor tiles 
causing intermittent mold. This fall this space has been renovated, including a new poured 
floor that is “seam-free.” On Sunday morning, Nov. 20, we will reopen our renovated          
Children’s Ministry space in the main fellowship hall. Children’s Worship will resume.  
 
Following worship on Sunday morning, Nov. 20, we will conclude our sanctuary worship by  
recessing to the fellowship hall to view the renovated space and pray a Prayer of Dedication. 
Following the prayer, we’ll get to work decorating the Fellowship Hall and the rest of our 
church building for the Advent season. 
 

TRADITIONS RETURN  
Hanging of the Greens November 20:  
Believe it or not, the holiday season is upon us! Church activities were  dramatically curtailed 
during COVID so we are delighted to resume our regular activities and events this year. Begin 
the season by joining us after worship on Sunday morning, November 20, for Hanging of the 
Greens. Decorations will be organized by Kay Franscoviak and Marianne Ash. There will be 
something for everyone to do regardless of age or ability. However, we are much in need of 
folks who (safely) can climb ladders! We’ll decorate from 11:30-12:30 and then enjoy a light 
lunch before we head home.  
 
Advent Sermon Series:  
This year’s Advent sermon series is entitled Watch for the Light. Did 
you know that historians and biblical scholars consider it very        
unlikely that Jesus was born on December 25? In fact, many believe 
Jesus wasn’t even born during winter. By the time of Jesus’ death, 
he had many followers who would have taken careful account (as 
Luke’s gospel reports) of his ministry, death and resurrection. Mary 
and Joseph were peasants and, in the ancient world, no one kept 
track of the birthdates of peasants. However, around the time of the 
winter solstice, ancient pagans celebrated the Sol Invictus, the     
Festival of the Unconquered Son. This was a celebration to coax the sun to conquer the    
darkness. John’s gospel tells us that Jesus is the light of the world. “The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” Many of us feel the weight of darkness as 
we think about our nation’s divisiveness, the war in Ukraine, and struggle with inflation. But, 
Advent is a time when we celebrate the coming of the Light, the true light, Jesus. Join us this 
Advent season for worship as we Watch for the Light. 
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JUBILEE CHRISTMAS 

JUBILEE CHRISTMAS NEEDS YOU! Saturday, December 10, 2022 
 
Jubilee will be held on Saturday, December 10, and Trinity will host 15 families. Jubilee    
Christmas is our largest missions project of the year and helps to support families in need. 
Through your generosity, we will be able to help parents pick out gifts for the children this 
Christmas season. We need volunteers to make this happen! 
 
You can help make Jubilee Christmas happen by: 
1) Purchasing Toys: Your donation of new toys is greatly needed to provide gifts for the      

children that have been assigned to Trinity. We will also be assigned teenagers that will  
receive gift certificates. Please bring your new toy in its original package to the Trinity 
office by Thursday, December 8. 

2) Giving Cash Donations: Cash donations are also needed and can be placed in the offering 
plate with “Jubilee Christmas” marked on the envelope. You can also give online by going 
to trinitylafayette.org/give and clicking on “give online.” 

3) Baking Cookies: We provide cookies for the families that we host. Cookies can be dropped 
off in the basement kitchen by December 7th. Please label what type of cookies they are 
and indicate if there are any nuts included. 

4) Help Us Organize the “Store:” Beginning at 9:00 A.M. on Thursday, December 8th, we will 
begin setting up the store for parents to select their children’s gifts. 

5) Host A Family on the Big Day: On Saturday, December 10, we will need people to welcome 
guests and show grace and hospitality, helping them navigate the store and answering any 
questions they may have (you will need to arrive at 9AM). 

6) Providing transportation on December 10th if needed. 
 
If you can help in any of these ways, please reach out to Kristi Evans (klevans@purdue.edu or 
765-505-0210) or Susie Riley (susieboswell@yahoo.com or 765-414-3388) to let them know 
how you will help. You can also fill out a bulletin insert on Sundays. 
 
If you want to help volunteer but need childcare on Saturday, December 10th, please let us 
know! 

mailto:trinitylafayette.org/give
mailto:klevans@purdue.edu
mailto:susieboswell@yahoo.com
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CARING MINISTRY 
Did you know that the cost of housing in the Greater Lafayette area is the highest in the state 
of Indiana? This is the word from Jennifer Shook at Lafayette Transitional Housing Center. 
Some of you may remember that Jennifer spoke at Trinity in 2021 when we invited area agen-
cies to share about the impact of Covid on those most in need in our community. Not  only 
has the cost of housing skyrocketed, but there is also a lack of available housing. At any given 
time, there may be only one -- or even zero -- apartment units available for rent in our local 
zip codes. Our community is seeing an uptick in the number of people who are homeless and 
facing eviction. Homelessness affects folks in our larger community and also some in our Trin-
ity family.  
 
Last week, Pastor Suzanne attended an eviction clinic and learned more about the legal       
services available for families who receive a notice to evict. In the past few months, Trinity 
has received many calls from families facing eviction, and we have been able to financially  
assist some of them. Remember that your giving to our Caring Ministry on Communion     
Sundays (and anytime through our online Vanco link) makes a real, tangible difference to folks 
in need in our community. 
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SPECIAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Please be in prayer for a special Annual Conference session that will take place via Zoom on 
Saturday, Nov. 19. This special session is for the purpose of approving United Methodist     
congregations in Indiana who have applied for disaffiliation from the denomination.            
Congregations disaffiliating at this time do not receive any conference or denominational 
funds. On the contrary, congregations seeking disaffiliation have associated costs to fulfill    
obligations to the denomination (e.g. apportionments and pension). Trinity remains solidly a 
part of the United Methodist Church. Nothing about our current denominational structure 
can change until the United Methodist General Conference session in 2024.  
 
Pastor Tracey is on the District Operational Team seeking ways to provide care and                
encouragement to United Methodist Churches and members, as well as members of            
disaffiliating churches in the upcoming months. Watch upcoming newsletters for information 
on these events. Although nothing will change at Trinity, please be in prayer for our               
denomination during this tumultuous time and for churches experiencing conflict around   
disaffiliation considerations; particularly be in prayer for our bishops and other conference 
and denominational leaders. 

CARING MINISTRY 

Photo Description: 
Pastor Suzanne and 
Pastor Tracey met 
with some of our 
church members at 
Westminster in the 
dining hall for an 
afternoon of food 
and fellowship!  
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HOSPITALITY SCHEDULE 

 

NOVEMBER GREETERS: 
11/06—Judy Robbins 
11/13—Jenny Taylor 
11/20—Chris Erwin 
11/27—Jeff Caster 
 
If you would like to help with hospitality, 
please reach out to the following people: 
Building Opener & Usher Teams:  
• Tracey (tracey@trinitylafayette.org) 
Greeting Team: 
• Dinah Dalder (dalder@purdue.edu) 
Coffee Cart: 
• Savannah Jewell (sdowenb@gmail.com) 

NOVEMBER BUILDING OPENERS: 
11/06—Pastor Mack 
11/13—Cullen Oakes 
11/20—Emily Spilker 
11/27—Dinah Dalder 
 
NOVEMBER USHERS: 
11/06—Chris Erwin 
11/13—Cullen Oakes 
11/20—Emily Spilker 
11/27—Dinah Dalder 
 
 

CONDOLENCES 
Since our last newsletter printing, Trinity has experienced the death of two members: Skip 
Jackson and Elsie Fleeger: 
• Skip passed away on September 16 and his service was held at Trinity on September 24. 

Please continue to hold his widow, Betty, and his children in your prayers.  
• Elsie Fleeger passed on October 17. Her memorial service will be held at Trinity on       

Tuesday, November 8, at 2pm, with viewing in the GREAT Room from noon to 2. Please 
keep Elsie’s family, including her two nieces, Nancy Jo Prue and Marcia McNelley, in your 
prayers. 

Poinsettias will decorate the sanctuary for        

Christmas, after which you are encouraged to take 

them home or gift them to one of our homebound 

members or those residing in nursing facilities. If 

you would like to purchase a poinsettia, fill out a 

form in your bulletin or on your e-blast and mail it 

with cash or check to the church office. You can   

also drop it in the offering plate at church or call in 

your order to Monica in the office at                   

(765) 742-1288. The deadline to order a poinsettia 

is Sunday, November 27. Each poinsettia costs $10. 

POINSETTIA ORDERS 

mailto:tracey@trinitylafayette.org
mailto:dalder@purdue.edu
mailto:sdowenb@gmail.com
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COMMUNICATIONS 
Have pictures from church events or  a 
story to share? Send them to Monica in 
the office at info@trinitylafayette.org.  
Website: www.trinitylafayette.org  
Facebook: Trinity United Methodist 
Church, Lafayette, IN  
 
Be sure to like us on Facebook and share 
posts and events on your own wall and 
invite your friends! This is a great way 
to spread the word about our outreach 
events. 

OFFICE INFO 
Trinity’s office is open on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 a.m.   
until 3 p.m. During office hours the       
inner office door will be locked to better 
manage visitors and insure safety for 
office staff. 

DIGITAL ARCHIVES  
Check out our digital archive collection.  
This collection of unique items celebrates 
the past, present and future of Trinity. It 
showcases Trinity’s beautiful architecture 
as well as significant people and events 
from Trinity’s history. It also explores 
Trinity’s connection to local artists such as 
Edna Browning Ruby, Bruce Rogers and 
Harry A. Davis, and celebrates its vital 
presence in the Centennial Neighborhood 
of Lafayette, Indiana.   
 
Come explore, click, and learn! Highlights 
from the Archives of Trinity United     
Methodist Church can be found at    
https://trinityumc.omeka.net.  
 
Our thanks to Amanda Grossman for her  
exceptional work on this project! 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Bob Lilly    Nov. 09 
Savanna Gray   Nov. 13 
Shelby Gray-White  Nov. 13 
Bronwen Everton  Nov. 17 
Helen Mock   Nov. 25 
Aly Poore    Nov. 25 
Jeff Stevens   Nov. 27 
Brent Clemenz   Nov. 29 

 
If you notice a member of Trinity is 
missing from our monthly birthday list 
or if you have joined us within the past 
two years, please make sure to send 
that birthday information to Monica 
(monica@trinitylafayette.org) or by 
calling 765-742-1288. 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 11/24 

The church office will be CLOSED on    
Thursday, November 24th for the     

Thanksgiving Holiday. 

http://www.trinitylafayette.org
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMC509/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMC509/
https://trinityumc.omeka.net
mailto:monica@trinitylafayette.org
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November 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

6P Prism (GR) 

3 4 5 

6 

9:15 Connect 

(Zoom) 

10:30 Worship 

(Sanc.) 

7 8 9 

 

10 11 12 

4P Owings-

McDougal 

Wedding 

(Sanc.) 

13 

9:15 Connect 

(Zoom) 

10:30 Worship 

(Sanc.) 

14 

6P Fusion (GR) 

15 16 

 

17 18 19 

20 

9:15 Connect 

(Zoom) 

10:30 Worship 

(Sanc.) 

11:30         

Fellow. Hall           

Dedication & 

Hanging of the 

Greens 

21 22 23 24 

OFFICE 

CLOSED—

THANKSGIVING 

25 26 

27 

9:15 Connect 

(Zoom) 

10:30 Worship 

(Sanc.) 

28 29 

6:30P Gov. 

Board (GR) 

30 

6P Prism (GR) 
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509 North Street 

Lafayette, IN  47901 

 

Trinity's Mission Statement:  

To make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the 
world. 

 

Trinity's Vision Statement:  

Growing in love and service 
through relationships with God 
and community.  

 

Trinity's Core Spiritual Practices: 

• Daily Prayer 
• Attendance in Worship 
• Financial Stewardship that em-

phasizes tithing 
• Evangelism that is invitational 

and  
relational 

• Discovering and using spiritual 
gifts and talents 

• Study and reflection on scrip-
ture and religious writings 

Sunday Worship Services 

Trinity Connect         9:15 a.m. 

Traditional Worship   10:30 a.m. 
 

Office Hours 

Mondays, Tuesdays, & Thursdays 9 am to 3 pm 
 

Church Number 

Church Office  (765) 742-1288 

www.trinitylafayette.org 
 

Our Team 

Pastor Tracey  tracey@trinitylafayette.org  

Pastor Suzanne  suzanne@trinitylafayete.org 

Pastor Mack  mack@trinitylafayette.org 

Monica McDougal monica@trinitylafayette.org 

A. Paul Johnson music@trinitylafayette.org 

Steve Hustedt steve@trinitylafayette.org 

Susie Riley   finance@trinitylafayette.org 

Robin Young  weddings@trinitylafayette.org 

Emily Spilker  ekuehl20@gmail.com  

mailto:tracey@trinitylafayette.org

