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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24 AT 6 P.M.

“Do not be afraid. | bring you good
news that will cause great joy for all
the people. Today in the town of

David a Savior has been born to you;

he is the Messiah, the Lord.”

-Luke 2: 10-11

ADVENT AT TRINITY
By Pastor Ben Cassiday

Peace, Hope, Love, and Joy. Even as | am writing this
article weeks before Thanksgiving, | am finding myself
getting more and more excited for the Christmas season!
Certainly it is at the forefront of my mind, as I’'m about to
start tracking down people to light the Advent Wreath
during services. Now, it’s also at the forefront of my mind
as Lowe’s already had their yard decorations right next to
the Halloween decoration display. | also am getting a
chuckle out of the social media posts of people decorating
their homes for Christmas the day after Halloween to
surprise their family, or people getting “caught” already
watching Christmas movies. | used to be adamant that
Christmas had to wait... but the past few years have
softened my Grinch-like mood. I'll still wait for after

Thanksgiving out of principle at my house — but I'm
Continued on next page...
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finding the desire to experience the peace, hope, love,
and joy that Christmas promises and brings with it to be SUNDAY
growing more and more within me. (Perhaps my heart is |
growing 3 times?)

Advent is this time where we prepare ourselves to

receive the Christ child — but in a real sense, it’s that ALMOST CHRISTMAS
season of preparation that is its own gift. It's those i AR
weeks of preparing where we actually practice and pay ADVENEZERIENCE
attention to the presence of Christ already active in our MAGREY . DEVEGA - INGRID MCINTYRE
lives. Even when things seem dark and cold (both literally R 7] )%
because it’s the dead of winter and metaphorically), we WORSHIP WITH US

are reminded that there is light (again, both literally and [ \DMENT

metaphorically...) up ahead. There is something about

living in that anticipation that helps us to eventually

realize that peace, hope, love, and joy are already in our

midst. (Kind of like that moment in the movie where the main character is told and realizes
“You had it in you all along!”)

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

While we as a church practice embracing all to experience and share God’s love this Advent,
Christmas, and New Years season, let’s do so in a way that helps others to realize that they,
too, don’t have to wait until Christmas morning to open up their peace; they don’t have to
wait for New Years to experience hope or to get invited to a particular Christmas party to
know that they’re loved, or wait for that moment in the Christmas Eve service where all the
candles are lit to know joy. Let’s help those around us know that peace, hope, love, and joy
are already in their midst, for God is already with them.

Join us for worship this Advent as we explore the themes presented by Almost Christmas: A
Wesleyan Advent Experience. We worship at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays in our sanctuary.
Advent began on Sunday, November 30 and wraps up on Christmas Eve. Our Christmas Eve
service will be held at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, December 24. If you’re still in town on the
Sunday after Christmas, join us at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, December 28 for worship led by

SING WITH TRINITY’S CHRISTMAS CHOIR

Seeking a short-term singing commitment during the Christmas season?

We would love to have you join us in the Trinity UMC choir for Christmas

Eve. Join the choir for practice on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. following our

regular choir rehearsal in the choir room on the second floor. You do not

need to attend Trinity in order to be part of this. Email Monica Shaeffer,
| Trinity’s music director, at music@trinitylafayette.org



mailto:music@trinitylafayette.org

JOIN US FOR AN OLD FASHIONED CAROL SING

LD -J‘ASHIONED

(CAROL _&ING

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14 AT 4:30
IN TRINITY'SSANCTUARY

Monica Shaeffer, Trinity’s Director of Music, will be leading an old fashioned carol sing on
Sunday, December 14 at 4:30 p.m. in our Sanctuary. Stop by for an evening of singing and

holiday cheer! For questions, reach out Monica Shaeffer (music@trinitylafayette.org).
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: FOOD & FELLOWSHIP >

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE WITH PASTOR BEN AND FAMILY

The Cassiday family would like to invite the church over to their home for the second annual
Christmas Open House at the parsonage! This year’s open house will be on Sunday, December
28 from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. The Parsonage address is 3500 Mulberry Drive, Lafayette, Indiana.

DINNER WITH THE PASTOR

Let’s join together for some fellowship and community! Upcoming “Dinner with Pastor Ben”
dates are Thursday, December 11 at Arni’s on ElImwood and Thursday, January 15 at 9 Irish
Brothers, West Lafayette at 6 p.m. If you’d like to join, please sign up or reach out to Pastor
Ben so he can reserve a table!

SECOND SUNDAY LUNCH IN JANUARY

SECOND SUNDAY LUNCH

Bring a dish to share and join us after church
for food and fellowship! Not sure what to bring?
We can always use more main dishes!

Sunday, lanuary 11, 2026

following worship in the Great Room
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ADVENT SMALL GROUP: THE SEASON OF WAITING

—

On Mondays beginning Dec. 1 from 11 a.m. to | ‘
noon, join the Spiritual Friends group for a walk
through a daily Advent devotional journey as we
prepare for Christmas. We grow in faith and
friendship through discussing how God moves in
our daily lives and our prayer. Copies of the
devotional will be available in print or online on
Dec. 1. Signup by the elevator entrance or
contact Pastor Suzanne so that she knows you
are coming. It will be more meaningful if you are
there!

Pictured at right: The Spiritual Friends group enjoys lunch at Olive Garden after wrapping up
their social principles study.

MIDWEEK MEDITATION

Do you wish you could slow down and find small pockets of rest and sanity in your week?
Would it help to have a set aside time with others to find this rest? Join Pastor Suzanne at
12:15 on Wednesdays beginning Wed., Nov. 26 from wherever you are. This 20-minute
midweek pause will utilize the daily devotions of Richard Rohr to slow down, ground
ourselves, and recharge our week with a moment of quiet, brief sharing, and prayer. Look for
the Zoom link in the Thursday eblast.
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I'RIDAY, DECEMBER &
'ROM 8:50 P.M. TO 8 P.M.

Needing to get a jumpstart on Christmas shopping or

just need a night out with free childcare? We’'ve got you

covered! Pastor Mack and other Trinity volunteers will
have food, games, and activities for your kids.

REGISTER VIA THE QR CODE OR CONTACT THE OFFICE
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SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERING FOR FAMILIES

Trinity's Christmas Offering will benefit the Greater Lafayette Family Shelter (formerly known
as Family Promise). This is the only emergency shelter in Greater Lafayette that keeps parents
and children under one roof while they rebuild their lives. Look for giving opportunities during

the last half of December and during the Christmas Eve service.

MILLER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WINTER DRIVE

Once again, we are supporting our neighborhood children with winter hats, gloves/mittens,
socks, and underwear. Decorate the Christmas tree in the sanctuary through January 4.
The teachers have also shared a huge need of anti-bacterial wipes, tissues, and hand sanitizer.

The Miller School family is deeply grateful for our generosity.

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING NATALIE’S SECOND CHANCE

3 Thanks to all who contributed to the October
N ATA I_ |E S “Trick or Treat for Pets” for Natalie’s Second
Chance dog shelter. We collected: 16 rolls of paper
~_ S e C O n d towels, 2 Lysol products, 9 bags of dog treats, 8
collars, 4 leashes, 21 toys, 4 food bowls, 48 cans
C h a n C e and 2 large bags of dog food, 5 blankets, 15 towels,
14 hand towels, and 26 wash clothes. What a

GIVE A DOG A HOME | blessing for our furry neighbors!

FOOD INSECURITY IN LAFAYETTE: A REFLECTION

By Kathy Manwaring

Where are we led individually and as Trinity to impact our
community and world? Working the LUM Protein Pantry has
become a Monday activity | look forward to every week. | see the
need, and | hear the appreciation expressed when an individual
receives a loaf of bread and a can of fruit, vegetables, peanut
butter, or cereal at the end of their shopping experience. We
served 146 shoppers on Monday, Nov. 14. The numbers keep
growing and along with that comes many new shoppers every
week. We were blessed with several new volunteers this week
which made everyone's shopping experience more positive. Many
at Trinity recently participated in the Social Principles classes. And

we continue in our Faithfully Forward discussions with the guiding principles of Respect,
Compassion, Community, Connection, Creativity, Hospitality. How do we put our faith into
action? A TV commercial that caught my attention: "Create the world you want to live in."

There are many opportunities: Where is Trinity being led?



LUM PROVIDES ESSENTIAL SUPPORT FOR OUR NEIGHBORS

In November, Trinity helped feed our neighbors
experiencing homelessness on two occasions. We
had enough leftovers from our Homecoming meal
that we shared out of that abundance and fed 48
LUM shelter guests on November 12.

Pictured at right: Pastor Suzanne and Kathy
Manwaring deliver a meal to serve 48 at LUM on
November 12.

On Thanksgiving Day, Dinah Dalder delivered 50
sack bags to the LUM wintering warming station,
an overflow area that provides shelter during
winter months for those who are on the wait list for a shelter bed. The items in these bags
were donated by church members and then Pastor Mack and Trinity’s kids packed and
decorated the bags.

Pictured below: Some of Trinity’s kids worked with Pastor Mack to decorate and pack 50
snack bags to support LUM’s winter warming station.

Rates of homelessness continue to skyrocket in
our community. On Thursday, Nov. 13, eleven
Trinity members attended a film and panel
discussion organized by LUM, “Beyond the
Bridge,” which challenged our community to
find a solution to chronic homelessness in
Greater Lafayette. It was an insightful and
encouraging event. Ask any of those who were
present — we would love to share what we
learned with you.

Pictured at left: Trinity friends attend the “Beyond the Bridge” event. Trinity was a co-sponsor
of this event (present but not pictured: Brent Clemenz & Pam Delaplane).
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STAINED GLASS WINDO

In phase three of our stained glass window
project, we rebuilt and restored the windows of
the East side of the church, where the main
entrance is. With this work we completed
restoration of all of the stained glass windows in
the church sanctuary. This project was supported
through a matching grant from Sacred Places of = ° Y
Indiana, and there were some left over funds. We \ !
will use these funds to begin restoration of [ N 4 #
windows in the “old” portion of the church "\‘\\‘

building created in 1869. The current sanctuary é‘ s

was completed in 1872. The “old” portion | n¥d ~ e
includes the great room and the second floor | | B Jﬁ ¢
rooms above it. Next spring, stained glass panels s
will be removed and restored from two windows
of the west wall of the church. These are two of
the six stained glass windows which face the
alleyway. The lower portion of one window
covered with wallboard when the second floor
was installed, about 1920. To remove this windows for restoration, we must remove this wall-
board. When the restoration is completed and the stained glass panels replaced, the original
window opening will be refinished and this stained glass window will be visible from inside
the Great Room, for the first time in 100 years.

i}

In January, we will reapply to Sacred Places of Indiana for approval of phase four of our
window restoration proposal. This matching grant will provide funds to restore the windows
of the southwest wall of the church, the ones visible from within the conference room and
the youth room on the 2nd floor. It will also allow restoration of some windows along the
alleyway, which will may uncover another window to be visible in the Great Room. Grants
from Sacred Places of Indiana require that 1/3 of the cost of the restoration be paid from
church funds. Donations to our Window Restoration Fund are therefore greatly appreciated
and are amplified three times in the amount of work done in the restoration project.

ER WEATHER COMMUNICATIONS :
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If any church service or event is impacted by winter weather resulting in a delayed start or

cancellation, this will be communicated on our website’s home page, our Facebook page, and
through a special e-blast sent via email. As always, even if church is still scheduled, please be
cautious! If you do not feel comfortable driving in, check out our livestream on Facebook.
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On Sunday, November 9, Trinity celebrate our 200th birthday with a homecoming service and

luncheon. We welcomed Trinity’s friends past and present and enjoyed a morning of worship,
food, and fellowship.




‘--_-_-_--_—_—_-_-_-_--_-_--_-_--_-_-_-~

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13

JUBILEE CHRISTMAS

Jubilee Christmas at Trinity is coming soon and you are needed to help with this
ministry! Parents from 22 families will come to our church to “shop” for new toys for
their children and enjoy refreshments. Trinity will be assigned families through
LUM.

We will need cash and toy donations. The cash donations will help provide food
certificates for the families and qift certificates for teenagers. If you would like to
make a donation, clearly mark an envelope or your check memo line for “Jubilee
Christmas” and drop it in the offering plate or take it to the church office.

There will also be a decorated box in the church office for toy donations.
Toys should be new, in original packaging, and have a non-violent theme.

Volunteers are also needed to help organize the “store,” host families during
Jubilee (which means help them “shop” and wrap), provide transportation if
needed, and bake cookies for the party. Please sign-up to volunteer by filling out
the section below (or a bulletin form) and placing in the offering plate or by
reaching out to the church office. Contact Kristi Turcich (765-505-0210;
klevans@purdue.edu) or Susie Riley (765-414-3388; susieboswell@yahoo.com), if
you have questions.

YES! | WILL HELP WITH JUBILEE CHRISTMAS IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS
(CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):
D Help organize the “store” (beginning at 9 a.m. on 12/11)

D Provide transportation if needed (on 12/13)
D “Host” a family on 12/13 (arrive by 9 a.m.)
D Bake cookies (drop off in basement kitchen by 12/10)

~---------------------------------_

’------- -------\

\_------------------------



IGHT SERVICE :
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ll Join Pastor Suzanne and other clergy for a special

holiday service on Thursday, December 18 designed
il for those who have experienced grief, pain, or
hardship.

In this sacred space, we reflect and remember as
we await the Light of the World with hope. All are
welcome.

DETAILS:

Date: Thursday, December 18

i Time: 4 p.m.

Location: Westminster Village, Whistler Hall.

*4If you are interested in carpooling with others,
contact Pastor Suzanne.

.C.g.

Looking to contribute to our offering, missions needs, etc. but need to
do so via card? Use the QR Code provided to access our online giving
platform! Our online giving platform can also be found on our website:
trinitylafayette.org/give

y .‘..................Q...........C.......
. HOSPITALITY SCHEDULE :
[ o 2n ou 2n 2n 2n 2n 2n 2n n 2n an an an 2n Jm A 2n An 2n Jn Jm Jn 2n A 2m an an am an A Jm 000000000 O®
DEC. OPENERS: DEC. USHERS: DEe. GREETERS:
12/7 — Brooks Leftwich 12/7 — Brooks Leftwich 12/7 — Chris Erwin
12/14 — TBD 12/14 — Weng Chew & Chew 12/14 — Claudia Alenduff
12/21 — Jessi-Alex Brandon  Chin Phua 12/21 — Kay Franscoviak &
Christmas Eve — Ben 12/21 — Kay Franscoviak Norma Singley
Cassiday Christmas Eve — Christmas Eve — Chris Erwin
12/28 — Nate Yoran 12/28 — Jeff Caster 12/28 — Kay Franscoviak &
Norma Singley
JAN. OPENERS: JAN. USHERS: JAN. GREETERS:
1/4 — Mack Owings 1/4 — Chris Erwin 1/4 — Jenny Taylor
1/11 — Ben Cassiday 1/11 — Chris Turcich 1/11 — Claudia Alenduff
1/18 — Nate Yoran 1/18 — Matt Carpenter 1/18 — Dinah Dalder

1/25 — Chris Barron 1/25 — Claudia Alenduff 1/25 — Jeff Caster
10
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DEC. BIRTHD
Chew Chin Phua
Emily Sheetz
Jeff Caster
Andrik Yestrebsky
Chad Alenduff
Monica Shaeffer
Kathy Young
Betty Ruth Jackson
Evana Shaeffer
Kay Franscoviak

Bl L

AYS
12/06
12/08
12/09
12/15
12/17
12/21
12/25
12/27
12/29
12/30

JAN. BIRTHDAYS

Lucas Clemenz
Norma Morton
Aidan Clemenz
Pat Renfroe
Peter Gray

Frank Cederquist
Ruhl Robbins
Mel Shoaf

Betsy Cederquist

01/06
01/12
01/14
01/19
01/20
01/21
01/23
01/25
01/27

Is your birthday missing? We’re sorry

about that! Please reach out

know, so that we can celebrate with you.

and let us

and update our records.

TRINITY'S BOARD

Chairperson: Kristi Turcich
Vice Chair: Kathy Manwaring
Treasurer: Wanda Fisher
Lay Leader: Kay Franscoviak
Finance: Lynn Guptill
Trustees: Steve Ash
Staff Parish: Hannah Starr
Secretary: Emily Sheetz
Endowment: Ryan Wynkoop
At-Large Member: Brooks Leftwich
Missions/Outreach: Kathy Manwaring &
Betty Jackson

COMMUNICATIONS

Have pictures from church events or a story to
share? Send them to Monica in the office at
info@trinitylafayette.org.

Website: www.trinitylafayette.org

Facebook: Trinity United Methodist Church,
Lafayette, IN

Be sure to like us on Facebook and share
posts and events on your own wall and
invite your friends! This is a great way to
spread the word about our outreach events.

O

OFFICE INFO

Trinity’s office is open on Mondays, Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. During
office hours the inner office door will be
locked to better manage visitors and ensure
safety for office staff.

The church office will
through 1/1.

be closed 12/25

11
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DECEMBER 2025

1 2 3 4 5 6
11A Spiritual 9A Staff Meeting | 12:15P Midweek 5:30P Parents’
Friends (GR) (Office) Meditation w/ Night Out (GR)
11:15A Fowler Suzanne (Zoom)
Study (Fowler 6P Choir Practice
Apts) (Choir Room)
6P Advent Study
(GR)
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9A Advent Study | 11A Spiritual 6P Advent Study |12:15P Midweek | 6P Dinner with 10A Jubilee
(GR) Friends (GR) (Sanc) Meditation w/ Pastor Ben Christmas
10:30A Worship Suzanne (Zoom) | (Arni’s — (Basement)
(Sanc) 6P Choir Practice | EImwood)
(Sanc)
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9A Advent Study |11A Spiritual 9A Staff Meeting | 12:15P Midweek | 4P Longest Night
(GR) Friends (GR) (Office) Meditation w/ Service
10:30A Worship Suzanne (Zoom) | (Westminster,
(Sanc) 11:15A Fowler 6P Choir Practice | Whistler Hall)
4:30P Old Study (Fowler (Choir Room)
Fashioned Carol Apts)
Sing (Sanc) 6P Advent Study
(GR)
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9A Advent Study |11A Spiritual 6P Advent Study | 6P Christmas Eve | OFFICE CLOSED; | OFFICE CLOSED; | OFFICE CLOSED;
(GR) Friends (GR) (GR) Service (Sanc) ALL STAFF ALL STAFF ALL STAFF
10:30A Worship VACATION VACATION VACATION
(Sanc)
28 29 30 31
10:30A Worship | OFFICE CLOSED; | OFFICE CLOSED; | OFFICE CLOSED;
(Sanc) ALL STAFF ALL STAFF ALL STAFF
3P to 5P Open VACATION VACATION VACATION
House
(Parsonage)
OFFICE CLOSED;
ALL STAFF
VACATION

12




JANUARY 2026

1 2 3
OFFICE CLOSED;
ALL STAFF
VACATION

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
10:30A Worship 9A Staff Meeting | 12:15P Midweek
(Sanc) (Office) Meditation w/

11:15A Fowler Suzanne (Zoom)

Study (Fowler 6P Choir Practice

Apts) (Choir Room)
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9A Sunday 11A Spiritual 12:15P Midweek | 6P Dinner w/
School (GR) Friends (GR) Meditation w/ Pastor Ben
10:30A Worship Suzanne (Zoom) | (9lrish W.
(Sanc) 6P Choir Practice | Lafayette)
11:30A Second (Choir Room)
Sunday Lunch
(GR)
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9A Sunday 11A Spiritual 9A Staff Meeting | 12:15P Midweek | 6:30P Governing
School (GR) Friends (GR) (Office) Meditation w/ Board (GR)
10:30A Worship | OFFICE CLOSED; |11:15A Fowler Suzanne (Zoom)
(Sanc) ALL STAFF Study (Fowler 6P Choir Practice

VACATION Apts) (Choir Room)

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
9A Sunday 11A Spiritual 12:15P Midweek
School (GR) Friends (GR) Meditation w/

10:30A Worship
(Sanc)

Suzanne (Zoom)
6P Choir Practice
(Choir Room)

13
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509 North Street

Lafayette, IN 47901

Trinity's Mission Statement:

To make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation
of the world.

Trinity's Vision Statement:
Embracing all to experience
and share God’s love.

www.trinitylafayette.org

Sunday Worship Service
In-Person Worship (Sanctuary) at 10:30 a.m.

Office Hours
Mondays, Tuesdays, & Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Church Office Contact
Phone: (765) 742-1288
Email: info@trinitylafayette.org

- Our Team

- Pastor Ben ben@trinitylafayette.org

- Pastor Suzanne suzanne@trinitylafayete.org
" Pastor Mack mack@trinitylafayette.org

u (Youth & Families)

= Monica Shaeffer music@trinitylafayette.org
: (Music)

= Monica McDougal monica@trinitylafayette.org
: (Admin)

" Susie Riley finance@trinitylafayette.org
u (Finance)

. Emily Sheetz emsheetz10@gmail.com

: (Young Adults)

= Chris Barron cnbl01@bellsouth.net
|
= (Garden)
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