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THE MESSENGER 
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES OUR FAITH MAKE? 
.ȅ tŀǎǘƻǊ {ǳȊŀƴƴŜ /ƭŜƳŜƴȊ 
 

At the end of the day, what difference does our faith 
make in the face of the pressing issues of our time? How 
do we as United Methodists apply and live out our faith 
to respond to the urgent needs and situations around us? 
How does what we believe matter? How would you       
answer this question if someone asked you?  
 

Our church's social principles are intended to help us    
answer this question with clarity and confidence and 
then do something in response. Being a follower of Jesus 
isn't just a personal decision — we are called to apply our 
beliefs and understanding to all parts of our lives,          
including our social, economic, and political life. In fact, 
one could say that the more people an issue or problem 
affects, the more important it is that the church address 
it!  
 

The United Methodist Church has a set of social          

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ нΦΦΦ 
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principles that were written in 1972 and are regularly revised to be applicable to the          
contemporary issues and concerns of the present day. Far from side-stepping what some may 
call "controversial" issues, our church has a history of looking squarely at issues that affect us. 
We want to grow in knowledge so that we can respond to what's going on in our world with 
compassion. We want to make a difference! We want to respond in a way that transforms our 
world to be more loving, merciful, and just.  
 

Some of the issues addressed in our newly revised social principles include food insecurity, 
agriculture, global warming and climate care, immigration, sexuality, substance use, disability, 
reproductive health, organ donation, racism, indigenous communities, gender equality,     
consumerism, violence and war. The principles aren't simply stated in a vacuum — each      
section of the principles grounds the issues in our Methodist history and in scripture and our 
theology. The principles are the result of a large, wide number of our church leaders praying 
and listening together to generate a blueprint for our church to be an active, responsive    
presence in our world. Our principles are intended to keep us evolving into the Christ-like 
people God intends for us to be. They help us know with specificity how to love our neighbor 
as ourselves.  
 

Beginning September 7, you are invited to dig into our social principles and discuss them with 
your Trinity friends. Which ones matter most to you? Why? Which ones do you have        
questions about? How are our principles inviting us to put our faith into action? How might 
we make a bigger difference in our community and our world by taking them seriously?  
 

L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Ƨƻƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜƛƎƘǘ-ǿŜŜƪ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΥ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ ф-мл ŀΦƳΦ ƻǊ         
aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ мм ŀΦƳΦ ǘƻ ƴƻƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ wƻƻƳ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ т ŀƴŘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ уΦ 
Lǘ ƛǎ hY ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴϥǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ Sign up via this link (https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D45ACA928AAFDC61-57702530-umcsocial) below or on the 
sign-up sheet at church. It will be more meaningful if you are there! 

.ȅ wŜǾΦ .Ŝƴ /ŀǎǎƛŘŀȅ 
 

August was been an incredibly busy month for us at Trinity. 
We started it off on the first weekend with the day of       
service at Food Finders, the follow weekend we hosted a 
booth at OUTFest, and then we celebrated TrinityΩs 200th 
birthday as a church with a the community block party! In 
all of these instances, there were moments of reaching out, 
of invitation, of showing care, and practicing love. They 
were all opportunities that we took advantage of to         
embrace all to experience and share GodΩs love. But wait, 
thereΩs more!  
 

Through participation in our partnership with LUM, celebrating the lives of saints of the 

FROM PASTOR BENșS DESK 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ оΦΦΦ 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D45ACA928AAFDC61-57702530-umcsocial
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church, visiting parishioners in the hospital, and more, we are constantly finding new ways to 
let the Lafayette community know and experience these bits and pieces of the kin-dom of God 
in their midst. We find opportunities to pray for one another in the midst of worship and in 
our studies. We have even had opportunities to congratulate and bless those who have joined 
us in worship for a season who now have transitioned into new chapters of their lives.  
 

There are things that we have done, things that we are doing, and things that are still to 
come. Looking ahead, we see more opportunities. We can help to raise awareness of hunger 
in our communities with the Hunger Hike. We can come together as we learn about our social      
principles in September and October through the study led by Pastor Suzanne. We can       
continue to learn about GodΩs love in Advent through worship and studies. Also, this             
December there will once again be a chance to provide a άshopping experienceέ through      
Jubilee Christmas for those who struggle to provide a Christmas experience for their children. 
The list literally keeps going on.  
 

ThatΩs a lot of things that IΩve listed off, I realize. But I would like to remind all of us (yes, even 
myself sometimesΧύ that a church is not effective so long as it has άXέ number of events and 
programs. Rather, a church is effective when it learns to love others. Here at Trinity, this is 
what we are continually striving to do. Sometimes we nail it! Other times, it maybe feels like 
we missed the nail and wound up bludgeoning our thumb instead. For me, the moments that 
I blunder are the moments that I really appreciate GodΩs grace!  Either way, I see a spirit that 
is continually seeking to learn, grow, and love. We learn through our studies and through      
reflecting on what we could be doing better or differently. We are growing in community with 
one another and the ministry context of Lafayette that we find ourselves in. We are loving 
everyone who walks in through those sanctuary doors, joins us at a table in the Great Room, 
or who we encounter outside of the church building. Loving and embrace all people is     
something we will continue to learn and grow into. 
 

As we continue this learning and growing, we will be set up for success as we face whatever 
tomorrowΩs opportunities might bring to our door. May we be a church that continues to hold 
onto our vision as we find new opportunities to grow in and share GodΩs love. 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
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YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 
.ȅ tŀǎǘƻǊ aŀŎƪ hǿƛƴƎǎ 
 

It was a fun summer with our kiddos on Sunday mornings. Our kids are fun, inquisitive, and 
kind. Currently, we are working through a series on the miracles of Jesus including the feeding 
of the 5000 and the calming of the stormy sea. When we learned about Jesus calming the 
stormy sea one of our kiddos exclaimed, άWoah! ThatΩs so cool!έ I couldnΩt agree more!  
 

We are also currently hiring some additional help in our nursery. This would be a perfect job 
for anyone needing a little bit of additional income who loves working with kids. You can read 
more about the position on our website: trinitylafayette.org/jobs. 
 

This month, Trinity will also be hosting the Wesley Foundation at Purdue for their annual fall 
retreat. We look forward to welcoming these student leaders into our space. If you would like 
to learn more about Wesley and how to support college student at Purdue, please reach out 
to me at any time! 

MISSIONS & JUSTICE 
TRINITY FRIENDS VOLUNTEER AT THE FRESH MARKET  

 

On Saturday, Aug. 2, several Trinity friends worked at the Food Finders Fresh Market to stock 
produce, greet shoppers, and generally assist with operations. Food Finders has served record 
numbers of shoppers this summer. One in seven people in our community experience food 
insecurity. 

HUNGER HIKE IS COMING ON SEPTEMBER 21 
 

Hunger Hike is the annual big fundraiser to support hunger relief in our community and        
beyond. Lafayette Urban Ministry (LUM) and Food Finders lead this effort each September, 
and this year Trinity supports this ministry financially through the operating budget, meaning 
no special offering will be taken. Your regular giving supports the Hunger Hike this year. The   
Hunger Hike walk is Sunday, Sept. 21 at 2pm, and the easy 1.5 mile walk runs along the       
Wabash Heritage Trail. Last year the event was rained out, but the year before a big number 
of Trinity friends joined together and had a great time walking together in support of hunger 
relief. Sign up to walk with your Trinity friends by contacting your missions team (Kathy 
Manwaring, Betty Ruth, or Pastor Suzanne) or sign up in the sanctuary. 

trinitylafayette.org/jobs
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RALLY DAYS 
In The United Methodist Church,    
churches in Indiana are organized into 
districts. Recently, we consolidated       
districts from 10 into five. Trinity is in the 
West Central Plains District. You can see a 
map of the new districts at right (WeΩre in 
the orange!). 
 

This September, there will be a Rally Day 
in each of the five newly-formed districts. 
The Rally Day is an opportunity for us to 
meet, worship with, and fellowship with 
other United Methodists in our district. It 
also allows us the opportunity to meet 
our District Superintendent, district    
leadership, and to hear our Bishop, Rev. 
Tracy S. Malone, preach.  
 

hǳǊ wŀƭƭȅ 5ŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мо ŀǘ о ǇΦƳΦ ŀǘ ½ƛƻƴǎǾƛƭƭŜ 
¦a/Φ If you are interested in attending, 
reach out to Pastor Ben as soon as       
possible. 

LADIES NIGHT OUT 
Throughout the summer, TrinityΩs ladies got together for several gatherings. Our last Ladies 
Night Out for the year was in August at Dog nΩ Suds. It was a beautiful day, so beautiful that 
Dinah Dalder even biked there! 
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FOOD & FELLOWSHIP 
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Photos (Clockwise): Our block party was set up on the south lawn and featured yard games, a bounce 
house, food, Kona Ice, and more; guests got to eat hotdogs, pulled pork, chips, and Kona Ice, of course; 
Rep. Sheila Klinker was in attendance and presented Trinity with a commemorative plaque; Mayor Tony 
Roswarski was in attendance and presented Trinity with a commemorative plaque; we are grateful for 
our amazing team of volunteers who helped to make this event a success! 

200 BLOCK PARTY 
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SEPT. BUILDING OPENERS: 
фκт — Mack Owings 
фκмп — TBD 
фκнм — Nate Yoran 
фκну — TBD 
 

SEPT. USHERS: 
фκт — Chris Erwin 
фκмп — Kay Franscoviak 
фκнм — Kay Franscoviak 
фκну — Claudia Alenduff 

SEPT. GREETERS: 
фκт — Claudia Alenduff 
фκмп — Kay Franscoviak & 
Norma Singley 
фκнм — Kay Franscoviak & 
Norma Singley 
фκну — Dinah Dalder 

HOSPITALITY SCHEDULE 

Looking to contribute to our offering, missions needs, etc. but need to 
do so via card? Use the QR Code provided to access our online giving 

platform! Our online giving platform can also be found on our website: 
 trinitylafayette.org/give 

Photos (From top-left, clockwise): Several local organizations with ties to Trinity were present to inform folks of 
their work; Steve Ash poses in front of out drink station; Our two grill masters hard at work — Bruce Delaplane and 
Kenny Jones; a monarch butterfly visited our community garden during the block party! 

ONLINE GIVING 

MORE FROM THE 200 BLOCK PARTY 

LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ǘŜŀƳǎΚ wŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƻŶŎŜΥ όтсрύ тпн-мнуу ƻǊ ƳƻƴƛŎŀϪǘǊƛƴƛǘȅƭŀŦŀȅŜǧŜΦƻǊƎ 

trinitylafayette.org/give
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COMMUNICATIONS 

OFFICE INFO 
TrinityΩs office is open on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. During 
office hours the inner office door will be 
locked to better manage visitors and ensure 
safety for office staff. 

TRINITYșS BOARD 

ÒFÉÚǽț9dÌÚa@ üÒ 
MARILYN FORBES  09/03 
IRVING MEYER   09/04 
CHRISDEL FREDERICK 09/11  
STEVEN FLOWERS  09/12  
CHRISMENE JOSEPH  09/13  
MARIANNE ASH   09/22  
STEVE ASH    09/22  
BARBARA KET   09/28  
LEANNE GRAY   09/30  
Lǎ ȅƻǳǊ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎΚ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǎƻǊǊȅ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΗ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ 
ƪƴƻǿΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ 

Chairperson: Kristi Evans  
Vice Chair: Kathy Manwaring  
Treasurer: Wanda Fisher  
Lay Leader: Kay Franscoviak 
Finance: Lynn Guptill  
Trustees: Steve Ash  

Staff Parish: Hannah Starr  
Secretary: Emily Sheetz  

Endowment: Ryan Wynkoop  
At-Large Member: Brooks Leftwich 

Missions/Outreach: Kathy Manwaring &     
Betty Jackson 

Have pictures from church events or a story to 
share? Send them to Monica in the office at 
info@trinitylafayette.org.  
Website: www.trinitylafayette.org  
Facebook: ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 
[ŀŦŀȅŜǧŜΣ Lb  
 
Be sure to like us on Facebook and share 
posts and events on your own wall and       
invite your friends! This is a great way to 
spread the word about our outreach events. 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀũ ǿƛƭƭ  
ōŜ ƻƴ ǾŀŎŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ м ƛƴ        

ƻōǎŜǊǾŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ [ŀōƻǊ 5ŀȅΦ 

http://www.trinitylafayette.org
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMC509/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMC509/
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SEPTEMBER 2025 
íĂ  ́ ²¿  ́ ûĂJ ěJB ûlĂ cår í û 

 1 
OFFICE CLOSED 
& ALL STAFF 
VACATION: 
LABOR DAY 

2 3 
6P Choir     
Practice (Choir 
Rm) 

4 5 6 

7 
9A Social    
Principles 
Study (GR) 
10:30A       
Worship (Sanc) 
8P Connect 
(Zoom) 

8 
11A Social   
Principles Study 
(GR) 

9 
9:30A Staff 
Meeting 
(Office) 
11:15A Fowler 
Study (Fowler 
Apts) 

10 
6P Choir     
Practice (Choir 
Rm) 

11 12 13 
3P INUMC 
West Central 
Plains District 
Rally Days 
(Zionsville 
UMC) 

14 
9A Social    
Principles 
Study (GR) 
10:30A       
Worship (Sanc) 
11:30A 2nd 
Sun Lunch (GR) 
8P Connect 
(Zoom) 

15 
11A Social   
Principles Study 
(GR) 

16 17 
6P Choir     
Practice (Choir 
Rm) 

18 
6P Dinner with 
Pastor (ArniΩs 
— Market 
Square) 

19 20 

21 
9A Social    
Principles 
Study (GR) 
10:30A       
Worship (Sanc) 
1P Hunger Hike 
(Riehle Plaza) 
8P Connect 
(Zoom) 

22 
11A Social   
Principles Study 
(GR) 

23 
9:30A Staff 
Meeting 
(Office) 
11:15A Fowler 
Study (Fowler 
Apts) 

24 
6P Choir     
Practice (Choir 
Rm) 

25 
6:30P Gov. 
Board (GR) 

26 27 

28 
9A Social    
Principles 
Study (GR) 
10:30A       
Worship (Sanc) 
8P Connect 
(Zoom) 

29 
11A Social   
Principles Study 
(GR) 

30     
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509 North Street 

Lafayette, IN  47901 

 

Trinity's Mission Statement:  

To make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation 

of the world. 

 

Trinity's Vision Statement:  
Embracing all to experience 

and share GodΩs love. 

Our Team 

Pastor Ben  ben@trinitylafayette.org 
Pastor Suzanne  suzanne@trinitylafayete.org 
Pastor Mack  mack@trinitylafayette.org 
ό¸ƻǳǘƘ ϧ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎύ 

Monica Shaeffer music@trinitylafayette.org 
όaǳǎƛŎύ 

Monica McDougal monica@trinitylafayette.org 
ό!ŘƳƛƴύ 

Susie Riley   finance@trinitylafayette.org 
όCƛƴŀƴŎŜύ 

Emily Sheetz  emsheetz10@gmail.com 
ό¸ƻǳƴƎ !Řǳƭǘǎύ 

Chris Barron  cnb101@bellsouth.net 
όDŀǊŘŜƴύ 

Sunday Worship Service 
In-Person Worship (Sanctuary) at 10:30 a.m.  

Office Hours 
Mondays, Tuesdays, & Thursdays from  9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Church Office Contact 
Phone: (765) 742-1288 

Email: info@trinitylafayette.org 
 
 

www.trinitylafayette.org 


